hub of invention information:

http://www.ideafinder.com/history/of_inventions.htm
more substantial sources:

http://www.americanchemistry.com/s_plastics/doc.asp?CID=1102&DID=4665 

http://www.associatedcontent.com/article/68470/accidental_inventions.html?page=2
http://www.kelloggs.ca/whoweare/company_history.htm
http://heritage.dupont.com/touchpoints/tp_1938/depth.shtml
http://www.fordgum.com/story.html
http://compressedgum.com/gumlinkcms/en/AboutGumlink/History/History+of+chewing+gum.htm
http://www.ivory.com/PureFun_History.htm
http://web.mit.edu/invent/iow/spencer.html
http://www.raytheon.com/about/history/leadership/
http://encarta.msn.com/encyclopedia_761566021/Fleming_Sir_Alexander.html
http://www.3m.com/intl/hk/english/in_hongkong/postit/pastpresent/history_ws.html
http://www.valvoline.com/carcare/articleviewer.asp?pg=ccr20050601wc&cccid=2&scccid=3
http://empirewindows.com/aboutwindows.html
http://www.teapalace.co.uk/The-Discovery-of-Tea-Adiscovery/
http://www.stashtea.com/facts.htm
http://www.generalmills.com/corporate/company/hist_wheaties.pdf
http://www.goodyear.com/corporate/history/history_story.html
http://www.icecreamusa.com/popsicle/history/
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

books to suggest to the teacher (unfortunately they are on a lower reading level than I think she would like):

1. Mistakes That Worked by Charlotte Jones 

grades 4-6

Doubleday Books for Young Readers (May 1, 1994)

ISBN: 0385320434

2. Accidents May Happen: 50 Inventions Discovered by Mistake by Charlotte Jones

grades 3-6

Random House Childrens Books ( Mar 1998)

ISBN: 0385322402

3. The Kid Who Invented the Popsicle: And Other Surprising Stories about Inventions by Don L. Wulffson

grades 4-8
ages 9-12
Puffin (March 1, 1999)

ISBN: 0141302046

4. They All Laughed... From Light Bulbs to Lasers: The Fascinating Stories Behind the Great Inventions That Have Changed Our Lives by Ira Flatow
Harper Paperbacks (June 30, 1993)

ISBN: 0060924152

5. Lucky Science: Accidental Discoveries From Gravity to Velcro, with Experiments by Royston M. Roberts and Jeanie Roberts
grades 4-8
ages 9-12
Jossey-Bass (September 30, 1994)

ISBN: 0471009547

6. Serendipity: Accidental Discoveries in Science by Royston M. Roberts
Wiley (June 28, 1989)
ISBN: 0471602035

7. Happy Accidents: Serendipity in Modern Medical Breakthroughs by Morton A. Meyers

Arcade Publishing (March 9, 2007)

ISBN: 1559708190
