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	Artificial Insemination Lab



Objectives: 
1. Demonstrate how to properly retrieve bull semen from a semen tank.
2. Demonstrate how to correctly place a straw of semen into an AI gun.
3. Describe the correct techniques to artificially inseminate an animal.
Materials:
· Pixie Sticks (Semen Straws)
· Thermos
· Thermometer
· Tweezers
· Straw cutter
· AI gun

Procedures:
1. Fill the thermos with warm water and use the thermometer to obtain the temperature.  Adjust the temperature using hot or cold water to create a 95°F water bath. 
2. Bring your thermos to the semen tank to retrieve your straw of semen.
3. Before removing the semen straw from the tank, again measure the water temperature in the thermos to ensure it has stayed at 95°F. Lift the cylinder up just enough so that you can see the straws.  Using your tweezers, select the straw designated by your teacher. You only have 10 seconds to select the straw before the cylinder must be returned to the tank.
4. Once you have obtained the semen straw, place it in the thermos for 40 seconds and then load it into the AI gun. You do not have much time to place it in the AI gun and then into the female before the sperm begin to die.

Assessment:
1. List two advantages and two disadvantages of artificial insemination.  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Describe the procedures involved in artificial insemination of a cow. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Choose another species and complete the Venn Diagram comparing and contrasting the AI procedures

4. Why must the water in the thawing thermos be maintained at a constant temperature?  Is this temperature the same for every species? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Why must the cylinder of straws be re-submerged in the nitrogen tank after 10 seconds? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. [bookmark: _GoBack]A cow is determined to be in heat during evening feeding.  When should she be inseminated and why? _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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