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Small Animal Vaccination/Health Protocols

Note: These vaccination protocols are adapted from recommendations from the American Animal Hospital Association (AAHA) and Texas A&M University College of Veterinary Medicine and Biomedical Sciences and are for the use of this activity only. Students and teachers should be aware that vaccination protocols vary depending on the age, breed, and health status of the animal, the potential of the animal to be exposed to the disease, the type of vaccine, whether the animal is used for breeding, and the geographical area where the animal lives or may visit. 
Feline:
· Start deworming at 2, 3, 4, & 5 weeks of age.

· Start Vaccination schedule at 6 weeks of age; continue giving boosters every 3 weeks until the kitten is at least 16 weeks of age. 
· Rabies vaccine is given once between 12 and 16 weeks.
· Revaccination with all core vaccines is performed at one year of age. Then the core vaccines are given only every 3 years thereafter, unless the pet resides in a city/county/state requiring Rabies vaccinations more frequently or a one year Rabies product is used. 
· Adults with no vaccination history are vaccinated with all core vaccines. Then the core vaccines are given only every 3 years thereafter, unless the pet resides in a city/county/state requiring Rabies vaccinations more frequently or a one year Rabies product is used. 

CORE Vaccines:
Feline panleukopenia, commonly known as feline distemper, is a viral infection affecting cats, caused by feline parvovirus, a close relative of canine parvovirus.

Feline calicivirus (FCV) is a virus of the family Caliciviridae that causes disease in cats. It is one of the two important viral causes of respiratory infection in cats, the other being feline herpesvirus.

Feline herpesvirus-1 causes feline viral rhinotracheitis (FVR), an upper respiratory infection of cats.
Rabies is a viral disease that causes acute encephalitis (inflammation of the brain) in warm-blooded animals.
Non-CORE Vaccines:
Feline Leukemia- Feline leukemia virus (FeLV) is a retrovirus that infects cats. FeLV can be transmitted between infected cats when the transfer of saliva or nasal secretions is involved. If not defeated by the animal’s immune system, the virus can be lethal. The disease caused by this virus is a form of cancer of blood cells called lymphocytes (a leukemia). Testing is required prior to vaccination. Vaccine is not given before 10 weeks of age. Testing is not done after vaccination.
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Adults
Revaccination with all core vaccines is performed at one year of age. Then the core vaccines are given only every 3 years thereafter, unless the pet resides in a city/county/state requiring Rabies vaccinations more frequently or a one year Rabies product is used. 
Adults with no vaccination history are vaccinated with all core vaccines. Then the core vaccines are given only every 3 years thereafter, unless the pet resides in a city/county/state requiring Rabies vaccinations more frequently or a one year Rabies product is used. 

Canine:

· Start deworming at 2, 3, 4, & 5 weeks of age.

· Start vaccinations at 6 weeks; continue giving boosters every 3 weeks until the puppy is 16 weeks old.
· All patients should receive at least two adenovirus-2 vaccinations after 12 weeks of age in their initial series.
· Revaccination with all core vaccines is performed at one year of age. Then the core vaccines are given only every 3 years thereafter, unless the pet resides in a city/county/state requiring Rabies vaccinations more frequently or a one year Rabies product is used. Heartworm preventative is dispensed to owner to be used as directed. Most heartworm preventatives are given orally (by the owner) once a month for the entire life of the dog.
· Adults with no vaccination history are vaccinated with all core vaccines. Then the core vaccines are given only every 3 years thereafter, unless the pet resides in a city/county/state requiring Rabies vaccinations more frequently or a one year Rabies product is used. Heartworm preventative is dispensed to owner to be used as directed. Most heartworm preventatives are given orally (by the owner) once a month for the entire life of the dog.
CORE Vaccines:

Canine distemper virus Canine distemper is one of the most significant and highly contagious viral diseases of dogs.  The virus targets various organ systems all at the same time in an animal’s body adding to its severity.
Canine adenovirus-2 (cross protective for type 1) Infectious canine hepatitis is an acute liver infection in dogs caused by canine adenovirus type-1. Canine adenovirus type-2 is one of the causes of respiratory infections in dogs.
Canine parvovirus The disease is highly contagious and is spread from dog to dog by direct or indirect contact with their feces. It can be especially severe in puppies that are not protected by maternal antibodies or vaccination. It has two distinct presentations, a cardiac and intestinal form.
Rabies is a viral disease that causes acute encephalitis (inflammation of the brain) in warm-blooded animals.

Non-CORE Vaccines:

Leptospirosis is a bacterial infection that causes acute infections with a fever of 103-104°, shivering, and muscle tenderness. Then vomiting and rapid dehydration may develop. Veterinarian should assess patient’s potential exposure.
Canine parainfluenza although this is not a “core” vaccine it is included in most combination products.
Canine bordetella is given at 4-6 month intervals if requested by the owner because the dog will have potential exposure by grooming, boarding, showing, etc. Intranasal administration is preferred.
Canine coronavirus is a highly contagious virus of dogs which causes diarrhea and dehydration.  Prevalence does not justify vaccination.
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Heartworm preventative dispensed to owner to be used as directed, usually once a month by mouth for the entire life of the dog.

Adults
Revaccination with all core vaccines is performed at one year of age. Then the core vaccines are given only every 3 years thereafter, unless the pet resides in a city/county/state requiring Rabies vaccinations more frequently or a one year Rabies product is used. Heartworm preventative is dispensed to owner to be used as directed. Most heartworm preventatives are given orally (by the owner) once a month for the entire life of the dog. 

 Adults with no vaccination history are vaccinated with all core vaccines. Then the core vaccines are given only every 3 years thereafter, unless the pet resides in a city/county/state requiring Rabies vaccinations more frequently or a one year Rabies product is used. Heartworm preventative is dispensed to owner to be used as directed. Most heartworm preventatives are given orally (by the owner) once a month for the entire life of the dog.
� Adapted from the American Animal Hospital Association and Texas A&M College of Veterinary Medicine and Biomedical Sciences


� HYPERLINK "http://www.aahanet.org/PublicDocuments/VaccineGuidelines06Revised.pdf" �http://www.aahanet.org/PublicDocuments/VaccineGuidelines06Revised.pdf�
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