	Veterinarian Presentation:  Physical Examination

	Teacher Follow Up  Lesson:
	Vital Signs 



. Normal Vital Signs for Animal Health

Normal Vital Signs of Selected Adult Animals

	Species


	Average Normal Temperature

(rectal °F)
	Normal Pulse Rate
(beats/min.)
	Normal Respiration Rate

(breaths/min.)



	Cattle
	101.5
	60 to 70
	10 to 30



	Swine
	102.6
	60 to 80
	8 to 15



	Sheep
	102.3
	70 to 80
	12 to 20



	Goat
	103.8
	70 to 80
	12 to 20



	Horse 


	100.5
	32 to 44
	8 to 16

	Chicken 


	106.0
	200 to 400
	15 to 30

	Dogs 


	101.5
	70 to 120
	18 to 34

	Cats 


	101.5
	120 to 140
	16 to 40


(Source: The Merck Veterinary Manual)
Variations In Normal Vital Signs
	Condition


	Temperature


	Pulse Rate

	Respiration Rate



	Exercise
	Increase 
	Increase 
	Increase 



	Pregnancy
	Initial increase, drops prior to parturition  
	Increase
	No change



	Pediatric
	Fluctuates for newborns
	Increase 
	Increase 



	Geriatric
	Decrease 
	Decrease 
	No change



	High Ambient Temperature 


	Increase 
	Increase 
	Increase 

	Low Ambient Temperature


	Decrease 
	Increase 
	Decrease 
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