How to Use a Dichotomous Key

Dichotomous keys allow you to identify an organism or object based on the physical characteristics that can observe. They may look confusing at first, but once you get the hang of it, they are easy and fun to use!

1. Start at the top of the key. You will be given two options to choose from. 

2. Look at the item you are trying to identify. Choose the option that best fits your item.

3. If your choice has something saying “go to #”, then find the same number on the list, and pick the option that best fits your item. 

4. Continue picking the best option and going to whatever number the key tells you.

5. If the choice that fits the best has the name of an item next to it, congratulations! You have identified your object. 

