
	Instructions for Making a Diorama
	Student Name: ___________________________

Teacher: ________________________________


Date: ___________  Period: _________________


Making a Diorama

Materials:

· Empty shoe box or tissue box
· Tempera paints (optional for background) 

· Construction paper (multicolored) 

· Cardboard or card stock scraps 

· Computer with Internet access and printer 

· Printer paper 

· Scissors 

· Glue 

· Clear adhesive tape 

· Toothpicks 

1. Prepare the Box
Remove the lid and any tags or labels from your cardboard shoe box or tissue box.

2. Create the Setting
Use tempera paint or colored paper to color the inside of the box, putting blue (or whatever sky color you would like) on the bottom and three sides of the box for the sky and medium to dark brown on one of the long sides of the box as the base color for the ground.  Picture may also be printed and used for backgrounds.
3. Design the Background
Cut out construction paper for the habitat background. Any trees, shrubs, coral (for marine environments) or any other backgrounds could be cut for the diorama.  Again, pictures may also be printed and used for backgrounds. Glue in place and allow to dry.
4. Add Dimension with Layers
Cut out the shapes of trees, vines, corals, or other appropriate habitat items that could stand on the bottom of the box or hang from the sides to make it three dimensional.  Carefully arrange and glue the cutouts to the bottom of the box.
5. Create your animals
Draw and cut out or make three dimensional animals for your diorama. You could also let the students use pictures from online if you would like to cut down on time.  Make a tab on the bottom of the paper animals in order to glue them in the proper location.
6. Add Details
Cut out and position plants and other items such as rocks or water features and glue or tape them in place. Real items can be used, as well as items that are made of modeling clay or other materials.  Saran wrap can make interesting water effects.
7. Position all the Pieces
Position the animals around the plants and other items, placing some animals in the trees, water, or ground as appropriate. Glue or tape the animals in place.  Flying or swimming animals can be hung from the top by fishing line or thread. They may also span corners to appear suspended.
8. Label the Scene
If desired, have students label the animals or plants by gluing or taping labels to toothpicks and gluing or taping the toothpicks to the corresponding plants and animals.

Elementary examples (yours should be more detailed):
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