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Summary: This lesson will cover the basics of wildlife care. Different topics will be covered from what to do when you find an injured or orphaned animal, when it is not safe to approach wild animals, different diseases wildlife can contract, who to report wildlife issues to, and the ethical responsibilities when caring or treating wild animals. Included in this lesson are three worksheets for students to apply what they learned and a fun, interactive PowerPoint. 
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Subject TEKS: 

· Agriculture TEKS: §130.15. Wildlife, Fisheries, and Ecology Management
· (3) The student knows the scientific basis for wildlife management. The student is expected to:
· (D) identify observable diseases impacting plants and animals; and

· (E) describe how to report observance of disease infestations.
Grade Level: 10-12
Learning Objectives: 

The learner will: 

· Explain when it is and is not appropriate to provide care for a baby animal
· List the proper authorities to call when reporting a sick or injured animal

· Describe different observable diseases in animals

· List the goals of wildlife animal rehabilitation centers

· Explain ethical decisions when dealing with sick or injured wildlife

Time Required: 2-50 minute class periods 

Materials: 

· Caring for Wildlife PowerPoint
· Caring for Wildlife Lesson Plan
· Caring for Wildlife Quiz + Answers

· Wildlife Scenario Activity + Answers

· Caring for Wildlife Word Search + Answers

Background and Concepts for Teachers: 

Teachers should have a basic understanding of wildlife and the safety rules which govern interaction with or situations involving wild animals. Knowledge animal diseases which could affect the public and persons or organizations to contact when faced with a threatening or observably sick wild animal are also beneficial. Familiarity of local rehabilitation centers and volunteer opportunities might enhance student motivation.
Vocabulary / Definitions: 

· Chronic Wasting Disease: Found in deer, elk, and mule-deer, a neurological disease that results in distinctive brain lesions.
· Rabies: viral infection of the central nervous system, ultimately causing disease in the brain and death
· Mange: a class of skin diseases caused by parasitic mites which burrow into the skin 
Lesson Introduction / Motivation: 
Students should be prepared to learn how to handle situations involving wild animals. To get students into the learning mindset play the video “Don’t Touch the Turtles” linked on slide 3 of the PowerPoint. However, you could ask students questions about proper responses to encounters with wildlife, instead of the video.
Presentation/Explanation: 
The PowerPoint, “Caring for Wildlife” will provide an overview of the Wildlife TEKS. Concepts will include various diseases, guidelines on when to help wild animals, and descriptions of the different types of rehabilitation centers for wildlife. Throughout this PowerPoint, there will be video clips linked on slides that can be used as learning tools to enhance the educational value to the lesson.
Activity/Application:

A scenario worksheet will allow students to apply knowledge gained during the PowerPoint presentation. This worksheet has four different scenarios and could be completed independently or as a group assignment. Groups could also be assigned unique scenarios and then required to present their findings to the class.  If a presentation approach is taken, be sure to have students in the audience to take notes on each scenario. 
Lesson Closure: 
This unique word search worksheet requires students to answer questions in order to find the words they should be looking for. The word search will allow students to test their gained knowledge from the activity above and prepare them for their assessment quiz. 

Assessment/Evaluation: 
After the PowerPoint and activity have been completed students should be given the “Caring for Wildlife Quiz,” this short quiz will consist of multiple-choice and fill in the blank answers. This quiz should be a good indicator of student mastery of the presented material.
Lesson Extensions: 
Request your local game warden, a park ranger, or a representative from the parks and wildlife office, to come and talk to the class and educate them more on diseases, proper handling techniques, and various possibly dangerous situations associated with wild animals.
Safety Issues: There are no safety concerns with this lesson or activities. However, basic classroom management should be upheld.
Resources: 
· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y7esCs4Wkmg
· http://

 HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NyZpN_C3exM" www.youtube.com/watch?v=NyZpN_C3exM
· http://

 HYPERLINK "http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4pIujcGyZto" www.youtube.com/watch?v=4pIujcGyZto
· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BZiBZkNxsp8
References: 

· http://

 HYPERLINK "http://www.humanesociety.org/animals/resources/tips/injured_orphaned_wildlife.html" www.humanesociety.org/animals/resources/tips/injured_orphaned_wildlife.html
· http://plantclinic.tamu.edu/helpful-factsheets

 HYPERLINK "http://plantclinic.tamu.edu/helpful-factsheets/" /
· https://

 HYPERLINK "https://www.apsnet.org/edcenter/intropp/topics/Pages/PlantDiseaseDiagnosis.aspx" www.apsnet.org/edcenter/intropp/topics/Pages/PlantDiseaseDiagnosis.aspx
· http://

 HYPERLINK "http://extension.psu.edu/pests/plant-diseases/all-fact-sheets/powdery-mildew-cross-listing" extension.psu.edu/pests/plant-diseases/all-fact-sheets/powdery-mildew-cross-listing
· http://

 HYPERLINK "http://www.apsnet.org/edcenter/intropp/lessons/fungi/Basidiomycetes/Pages/StemRust.aspx" www.apsnet.org/edcenter/intropp/lessons/fungi/Basidiomycetes/Pages/StemRust.aspx
· http://www.cdc.gov/rabies

 HYPERLINK "http://www.cdc.gov/rabies/" /
· http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/huntwild/wild/rehab/orphan

 HYPERLINK "http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/huntwild/wild/rehab/orphan/" /
· http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/
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