Nematodes: We’re Everywhere!
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Summary: 
In this activity students will play a bingo game using their knowledge gained from the Power Point about nematodes. Each square will contain a word describing a characteristic of the nematode. The teacher will have a list of the descriptions that she will choose randomly out of a container of some sort. The rules of bingo are the same in this game except the squares contain words instead of numbers which is the only difference! 
 

Science: 
· 7.9 (B) Describe how organisms maintain stable internal conditions
· 7.10 (B) Compare organisms’ traits that enhance their survival and reproduction

Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 7th 

· Upper Bound: 8th 

· Lower Bound: 6th
Time Required: One class period


Activity Team/Group Size: individual  

Materials: 

· Some kind of marker for the bingo sheets (e.g. beans or dotters) 
Reusable Activity Cost Per Group [in dollars]: no cost

Expendable Activity Cost Per Group [in dollars]: no cost
Learning Objectives: 

· Describe body form and support systems of nematodes.

· Explain reproduction methods of nematodes.

· Describe internal structures of nematodes.

· Identify defense mechanisms of nematodes.

· Differentiate between functional types of nematodes.

Lesson Introduction / Motivation: 
As a lesson introduction the teacher could read this news article, www.azcentral.com/offbeat/articles/1231Pandas1231.html , about roundworms that infect pandas. The article is very brief and should grab the students’ attention on how dangerous parasitic roundworms can be.
Lesson Plan: 
This lesson will begin with the Power Point which the students must take notes over if they are to be successful in the bingo game and with their homework assignment. Once the Power Point is finished, hand a bingo card and materials for playing bingo to each student. Next read the instructions for playing bingo on the answer key provided. Begin playing bingo by using the questions provided. Once bingo is over, handout the worksheet to be completed for homework. Make sure to point out that they will need their notes they took over the Power Point for the worksheet and that these notes need to be turned in along with the homework.    
Lesson Closure: 
A possible extension to this lesson could be on the environment and global warming which you could be extend from information about marine nematodes since they have a large impact on the environment and are largely impacted by it. 

Assessment: 
You may assess your students by grading their worksheets and evaluating the notes they took over the power point.
Background and Concepts for Teachers: 

· Teachers should have some knowledge on nematodes.
· Teachers should know how to play bingo.

Lesson Scaling: 

For a younger/slower group of students bingo can be played by just saying the word instead of the description. For more advanced students, you could increase their homework load by having them write a paper on a nematode of their choosing.
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Please email us your comments on this lesson: 
E-mail to ljohnson@cvm.tamu.edu
Please include the title of the lesson, whether you are a teacher, resident scientist or college faculty and what grade you used it for. 



Teacher’s Comments: 





