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Summary: 

This PowerPoint presentation is meant to introduce students to the concept of propaganda and some of the many ways in which it is used.  Propaganda use in history, government, movies, advertising, and war are all discussed.  There is also an introduction to open vs. closed societies and the use of propaganda in each.  Multimedia clips are embedded within the presentation to enhance concepts.

Subject: 

· Science:
7.3 (B) Draw inferences based on data related to promotional material
· Social Studies:
7.17 (B) Describe the importance of free speech and press in a democracy

7.21 (F) Identify bias in written, oral, and visual material
7.21 (G) Evaluate the validity of a source

Grade Level: 

· Target Grade: 7 

· Upper Bound: 8
· Lower Bound: 6
Time Required: 2-3 class periods


Activity Team/Group Size: The entire class  

Materials: 

· None
Reusable Activity Cost Per Group [in dollars]: $0 

Expendable Activity Cost Per Group [in dollars]: $0 

Learning Objectives: 

· Understand propaganda and its various uses within society.
· Learn the importance of recognizing and evaluating propaganda in everyday life.
Lesson Introduction: 
Before class, review the multimedia clips yourself to ensure that all links are working and, in the case of the audio clips, that you know which clips you would like to play (some are complete and others cut off halfway through the advertisement, so be sure to listen to the whole thing).  Then go through the first four PowerPoint slides with your entire class, viewing and listening to the different clips and making sure to addresses the questions posed within the slides.  These examples will introduce the class to several examples of propaganda.
Here are some general guidelines for discussing each question.  Give the students a chance to answer first and then help guide them if needed:

Slide 3:  

· Preview the global warming audio/videos beforehand to determine which ones you would like to use in class.
Between the two websites, do you notice any differences in what is being said about global warming?

When you are previewing the global warming multimedia sources, try to find clips that contrast well with one another.  Students should realize that some experts believe that global warming is a pending catastrophe largely caused by humans, while others believe for the most part the warming trend is just another cycle of climate change.
Slide 4:  What message do you think Huckabee tried to spread using Chuck Norris’ endorsement? Do you think the ad would have caught your attention without Chuck Norris?

Ask the class what they think of when they think of Chuck Norris and help them come to the conclusion that by being the cool, legendary tough guy, Norris’ endorsement could have been meant to give the impression that Huckabee is popular, tough, and also has a sense of fun.  Since most of the class will probably admit that they wouldn’t have been as interested if the commercial had only contained Mike Huckabee, make sure they understand the effectiveness of this ad.
What do you notice about the tone of this commercial?  Do you think it misrepresents the danger of the atomic bomb?

Students should point out that the commercial has a lighter tone for being about something so serious.  Do the students think that the “duck and cover” strategy would work well in the case of an atomic attack, or does the commercial leave them with a false sense of safety?
What reasons might there have been for making this and other similar commercials so cheerful?
The nuclear threat was certainly not the only fear during the time period during which this video was used (from the 1940s up until the 1980s).  Our nation was operating within a sometimes volatile environment, and in the midst of the unease, videos like this one walked a fine line between informing the population and creating paranoia.  There isn’t a need to explain all of this to the students, but if they need help, guide them to an understanding of the idea that the video’s cheerfulness was probably meant to prevent panic.
Lesson Plan: 
Continue through the remainder of the PowerPoint presentation, relating new concepts back to the examples of propaganda shown in the beginning wherever possible.  

· Be sure to review the V for Vendetta movie clip beforehand so you can decide whether or not the content is appropriate for your class.
Here are guidelines for discussing the additional questions throughout the presentation:
Slide 11:  Based on these definitions, what are some examples of open and closed societies that you know of?

For open societies, expect answers such as the United States, the United Kingdom, and any government not under authoritarian leadership.  The most obvious closed society examples would be the former Soviet Union and Nazi Germany.
Slide 12:  So when it comes to propaganda, what advantage do you think open societies have over closed societies?  

Take the students through slides 13 and 14, making sure they realize that open society governments directly empower their people by sharing information instead of leaving them in the dark, prone to easy manipulation by strong leaders who want to keep that power for themselves.  Make the point that while we may not be told everything, together we are informed and powerful enough as citizens to prevent being easily fooled by false information.
Slide 15:  What makes these slogans so dangerous and powerful?  How could anyone believe them?
These slogans are oxymorons in the world we know.  How could war ever be peace?  How could ignorance ever be strength?  Relating back to closed societies, however, have the students realize that if they had heard these slogans all of their life and were not informed enough to recognize the statements as suspicious, it’s possible they would believe in them as strongly as the citizens in the novel.
Slide 16:  Do you think the directors of this film may have meant for the film itself to be a kind of propaganda?
Students will probably catch between the mention of terrorists in the movie clip and relate it back to events in our world today.  Could this be a vision of society in the future?  Do the students think the movie could be seen as an exaggerated warning?
Slide 17:  Do you find the appeals used in the following advertisements effective?  Are they likely to increase sales?
Find out which advertisements the students liked best and why.  Have they heard of these products before?  Did the ads affect them in any way?
Slides 18-22:  Have the students think about the questions while reading the short stories and give their opinions at the end.
Lesson Closure: 

This lesson can be followed by units on Animal Farm or 1984.  For homework, you may also give the students a few days to watch, listen, and observe before writing a short one page essay about propaganda they have identified in their daily life.  Have them explain where they saw or heard it, what it was about, and what the underlying motive likely was.  You can also ask them to identify and explain the appeals used (logical, emotional, or both) and whether or not the propaganda was effective.

Assessment: 
Make sure to engage the class in discussion during the PowerPoint presentation. Afterwards, when grading the homework, make sure they used an appropriate example of propaganda and addressed each question in their essay.
Vocabulary / Definitions: 

· Propaganda - information, ideas, or rumors deliberately spread widely to help or harm a person, group, movement, institution, nation, etc.
· Open Society - the government is responsive and tolerant, and political mechanisms are transparent and flexible. The state keeps no secrets from itself in the public sense; it is a non-authoritarian society in which all are trusted with the knowledge of all and where political freedoms and human rights are at the foundation.
· Closed Society - a society where an individual's role and function can theoretically never be changed, information is not shared freely, and a bloody revolution or coup d'état is often needed to change the leaders.
Background and Concepts for Teachers: 

Be sure you understand propaganda and the different forms discussed within the lesson.  This website has a good overview of the concept of propaganda and discusses some of its history and uses in depth.
Lesson Scaling: 

For older or more advanced students, a more in depth discussion of the questions posed within the PowerPoint can be held.  For younger or slower students, some of the more complex questions may be removed from the slides at the teacher’s discretion.
Safety Issues:  None
Troubleshooting Tips:
If any of the video links within the PowerPoint do not work, a search on YouTube may bring up additional versions of the same video that can be easily linked to.  Also feel free to insert videos of your own choosing.
If you would like to link to the large version of a YouTube video, just add &rel=1 to the end of the normal link.
Multimedia Support and Attachments:
· Understanding Propaganda PowerPoint
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Please email us your comments on this lesson: 
E-mail to ljohnson@cvm.tamu.edu
Please include the title of the lesson, whether you are a teacher, resident scientist or college faculty and what grade you used it for. 
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