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Animal Research: Pro or Con?
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Purpose: 
The students will research and write about the benefits or detriments of the use of animals in scientific research.
Background Information:

Using animals for scientific research evokes strong emotions among those on both sides of the issue. 

People who favor the use of animals in scientific research cite the many benefits.  Among those are many drugs, vaccines, treatments, medical devices and procedures that have been discovered that have paved the way for better health in human beings. The results from this research also have improved the health and quality of life for animals in the field of veterinary medicine. 

On the other hand, those who oppose the use of any animals for research are concerned those laboratory animals are exposed to too much suffering and that there are better alternatives than animal research.

Procedure:
1.  You are going to research the pros and cons of using animals in scientific research.  
Here are some websites to help with your research:

· http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_m2465/is_2_31/ai_71634851
· http://www.understandinganimalresearch.org.uk/teacherszone/teaching-ideas-and-resources/ 
· http://www.aboutanimaltesting.co.uk/using-animals-testing-pros-versus-cons.html
· http://harvardmagazine.com/1999/01/mice.html
· http://www.hsus.org/animals_in_research/animal_testing/
· https://www.physiology.org/career/policy-advocacy/animal-research?SSO=Y 

· http://www.idebate.org/debatabase/topic_details.php?topicID=7
· https://fbresearch.org/animal-research/ 
You need to research theses basic questions about animal research before you begin to write:

What are the benefits of using animals in research? (Pros)

What are the detriments to using animals in research? (Cons)

2. Now you are going to choose whether you are FOR using animals in research or AGAINST using animals in research.  

3.  Write an editorial to your local newspaper explaining your view.  You will need to reinforce your opinion with facts that you learned from your research.  Your focus will be to persuade others to believe the same way you believe.  
Make sure to state:

What your belief is.
Why you feel that way.

What the facts are that back up your belief.
Why your audience (the readers of the paper) should believe the same way.

4.  Your paper will be graded according to the Persuasive Writing Scoring Guide.  Make sure you read over this guide before writing your paper.  
Extensions:
Create a tri-fold educational brochure about the pros and cons of using animals in research.  Send the brochures created by the class to an elementary science teacher to use in his/her class.
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