Module Theme-Use of Animals in Research– Lesson Overview and Application for Classroom Teacher

TEKS Covered by This Veterinary Black Bag Module:

6th Grade: New TEKS for 2010

6.1 A-B Lab Safety and Use of Resources
6.2 A-E Scientific Inquiry Methods

6.3 A-D Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Using Models, Impact of Science,

History of Science

7th Grade:  New TEKS for 2010
7.1 A-B Lab Safety and Use of Resources

7.2 A-E Scientific Inquiry Methods

7.3 A-D Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Using Models, Impact of Science,

History of Science

8th Grade:  New TEKS for 2010:
8.1 A-B Lab Safety and Use of Resources

8.2 A-E Scientific Inquiry Methods

8.3 A-D Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Using Models, Impact of Science,

History of Science

How This Module Can Apply to a Classroom Lesson:    
Using animals for scientific research evokes strong emotions among those on both sides of the issue. People who favor the use of animals in scientific research cite the many benefits.  Among those are many drugs, vaccines, treatments, medical devices and procedures that have been discovered that have paved the way for better health in human beings. The results from this research have also improved the health and quality of life for animals in the field of veterinary medicine. 

On the other hand, those who oppose the use of any animals for research are concerned that laboratory animals are exposed to too much suffering and that there are better alternatives than using animal research. 
This lesson explores the pros and cons of using animals in research. The students will learn why animals are used in scientific research and education. They will complete an opinion survey and read a short story about animals in research and discuss how animals do work in their habitats and for humans.  Students will observe what people have learned from animal research by seeing the contributions of scientists who study animals and how different species of animals that have been used in important research studies.  Students will understand that there are laws that govern how laboratory animals are used and cared for.  They will research the controversy surrounding the use of animals in research and write a persuasive paper on animal usage. Then they will analyze the information about using animals in research and debate the pros and cons of animal research.
Our goal is to show students the real world application for the objectives they are learning in class and to invoke a sense of excitement about science.    
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