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1. Tape your thumbs to the sides of your hands. 
2. Then, try to complete the tasks that are listed below. Be careful not to use your thumbs. 
3. Record your results in the table. Check Y if you were able to complete the task. Check N if you were not able to complete the task. 

4. After completing all items, write out the answers to the following questions: 
A. Is the task more difficult with or without an opposable thumb? 
B. How did you have to change your usual technique in order to complete this task? 

C. Do you think organisms without opposable thumbs would carry out this task on a regular basis? Why or why not? 

	Y
	N
	Tasks

	
	
	1. Pick up a single piece of paper. Put it down on your desk.

	
	
	2. Pick up a pen or pencil from the table top. Use it to write your name on the piece of paper.

	
	
	3. Open a book. Turn single pages in the book. 

	
	
	4. Pick up a piece of chalk. Write your name on the board. 

	
	
	5. Use a fork and knife to cut a food item into small pieces. 

	
	
	6. Tear off a small piece of tape. 

	
	
	7. Turn on the water faucet. (Complete activity #8!) Turn it off. 

	
	
	8. Moisten a paper towel and wash your desktop. Dry it. 

	
	
	9. Sharpen a pencil. 

	
	
	10. Cut a circle out of a piece of paper using scissors. 

	
	
	11. Pick up all the scraps from activity #10 and throw them into the recycling box/trash. 

	
	
	12. Comb your hair

	
	
	13. Pick up one paper clip. Clip a pile of papers together. 

	
	
	14. Tie your shoelaces. 

	
	
	15. Button several buttons. 

	
	
	16. Zip up your jacket. 

	
	
	17. Blow up a balloon and tie it. 

	
	
	18. Close a zip-lock bag.
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