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Teacher Sample Primate Dichotomous Key

Using the following funsheet and the lines below, classify these primate species.

gorilla, gibbon, bonobo, chimpanzee, orang-utan, baboon, marmoset, spider monkey,

mandrill, and squirrel monkey

1. Primate has a tail.......................................................................... go to 2: (monkeys)

--Primate doesn’t have a tail............................................................ go to 6: (apes)
2. Monkey from Americas............................................................... go to 3

-- Monkey from Africa or Asia....................................................... go to 5
3. Monkey eats meat......................................................................... go to 4

-- Monkey eats fruit and plant matter............................................... spider monkey
4. Monkey weighs under 1 lb........................................................... marmoset

-- Monkey weighs over 1 lb............................................................. squirrel monkey
5. Monkey endangered under CITES I........................................... mandrill

-- Monkey endangered under CITES II........................................... baboon
6. Ape from Africa......................................................................... go to 7

-- Ape from Asia............................................................................. go to 9
7. Ape eats meat ............................................................................... go to 8

-- Ape eats plants .............................................................................. gorilla
8. Ape with limited distribution..................................................... bonobo

-- Ape with wide distribution.......................................................... chimpanzee
9. Ape of large size.......................................................................... orang-utan

-- Ape of small size......................................................................... gibbon
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Adapted from http://ebookbrowse.com/dichotomous-key-pdf-d12189033
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