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	Activity-Is It Safe Outside?
A Lesson on the Air Quality Index
	


Teacher Instructions

Activity Links: https://uni.edu/storm/downloads/middleschool/Air%20QualityIndex%20Lesson.pdf
and http://airnow.gov/
This is a 5E Lesson Plan that allows students to analyze and interpret information and draw conclusions based on evidence. Students will explore the air quality index through an hands on card sort activity, and then explore current pollution information on the EPA government air quality website.  Students will research the air quality of certain locations, and then create a air quality index broadcast. Extensions are suggested for advanced students. 
Objective

After this activity, students should be able to:

• Make predictions and develop explanations based from evidence

• Identify sources of air pollution that affect air quality

• Interpret and apply the Air Quality Index

• Share Air Quality information with others
Materials

For Students 
Air Quality Index Card Sets (available at above website or PDF included with this lesson)
Computers with Internet Access

Assorted Worksheets (available at website or PDF included with this lesson)
Procedure
The procedure is given in a step-by-step method in the accompanying PDF document or at the link above. 
NOTE: In the student instructions on page 10 of the PDF, there are instructions to find the city forecasts on the website.  
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1. Log on. Go to http://airnow.gov/
2. Click on Local Forecasts and Conditions.

3. Click on the state. Make sure your

has at least 2 locations





Because of the constantly changing nature of websites, those instructions will need to be reviewed prior to the activity as the location of the “Local Forecasts and Conditions” changes. The teacher will need to review the website just prior to this activity and update these instructions as necessary.
