	Request:
	I would like help in finding activities that require writing in the mathematics curriculum to reinforce what I am doing.

	Grade Level
	8th,

	Subject:
	Math

	Email:
	

	Teacher:
	Middle School Teacher

	District:
	College Station


Summary

Writing activities for Math Students

Math Journals

A possible solution to this problem is to have the students keep a math journal.  This is suggested in the Harcourt Brace textbooks(2). The journal activities could be a variety of different writing assignments.  One might be something similar to (1).  This lesson has the students choose a sport, research it, and then use actual scores from a newspaper to write word problems.  These word problems can be made specific to whatever level of math is being taught, and for writing to be more emphasized, students could write a short essay about the sport itself, its history, and how it is played.  They could also learn how to correctly write summaries as they summarize the sports article from which they got their numerical data.

Another suggestion is to have the students pick one concept that they learned during the week and write about how they could use this outside of the classroom.  You may have to give examples such as fractions are used when making clothes and measuring fabric or cereal manufacturers have to know about the volume of their box and the surface area of their box to maximize the product that they can fit into the smallest box possible (to reduce overhead).  

(2) has writing activities for each unit.  Examples of these are to study about a certain career and write about how those people use certain types of numbers and calculations; when studying patterns and sequences, write about sequences in their every day lives such as their daily routine; having students write about a scenario where they had to explain over the phone or in person (only using words, no pen and paper) how to solve a problem.

(3) is a good website with suggestions about how to facilitate writing in a math class and what types of assignments to give your students. (4) is an interesting article about a writing activity that a teacher did with students about the use of a protractor.  Essentially, she asked the students to write directions for someone else telling them how to use the protractor.  This is a neat writing activity that could be converted to deal with other topics as well.

1. http://www.theteachersguide.com/lesson%20plans/Math/math25.txt
2. Middle School (I, II, III) Math Advantage. Harcourt Brace1999.  Texas State Adopted Textbook, 1998.  All state adopted text books are available at the Texas A&M Evans Library.  They are located on the 4th floor in the Curriculum Collection.  A&M Students can check these books out for 2 weeks at a time.  Teachers can use the books at the library but may not check them out.

3. http://www.ups.edu/community/tofu/lev2/journaling/writemath.htm 

4. http://www.mathsolutions.com/archive4_news/class_E1.html
