
ha t  a  g rea t  s t a r t  t o  2018  f o r  t he  

-  t hanks  t o  ou r  wonde r f u l  

suppo r t e r s  we  had  enough  money  t o  no t  on l y  

con t i nue  ou r  r e sea r ch  bu t  a l so  buy  a  b rand  new  

f r i dge !  Wi th  a  f r e sh  new  yea r  comes  new  
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cha l l enges ,  bu t  know ing  t ha t  t he re  a re  so  many  

peop le  who  va l ue  t h i s  r e sea r ch  gave  us  a l l  f r e sh  

hope  f o r  t he  f u t u r e .  So ,  we  a l l  go t  s tuck  i n t o  work  

a t  4am  on  New  Yea r s  Day .  A f t e r  a l l ,  we  s t i l l  had  

f ou r  ch i cks  a t  t he  r e sea r ch  cen te r  t o  f i nd  homes  

f o r .  

Tha t  morn ing  when  ou r  ve te r i na r i an ,  Mabe  

Agu i r r e ,  wen t  t o  t he  nes t  Tap i r ,  she  no t i ced  t ha t  

t he  ch i cks  f oo t  i n j u r y  was  ge t t i ng  d rama t i ca l l y  

worse .  We  t h i nk  t he  i n j u r y  was  a  r e su l t  o f  a  bo t f l y  

t ha t  somehow  d ied  i n s i de  t he  l i t t l e  ch i cks  t i s sue  

and  go t  i n f ec t ed .  We  needed  t o  t a ke  immed i a t e  

ac t i on  o the rw i se  t he  i n f ec t i on  wou ld  k i l l  t he  

ch i ck .  

Tap i r  1  was  t a ken  back  t o  t he  r e sea r ch  s t a t i on  t o  

become  ou r  10 th  and  f i n a l  t r ans l oca ted  ch i ck  f o r  

t he  season .  I t  was  named  “L i t t l e  Foo t ”  and  s t a r t ed  

i t s  t r ea tmen t  r i gh t  away  unde r  t he  ca re  o f  ou r  ve t  

t eam .  As  he  was  t he  on l y  ch i ck  i n  t he  nes t ,  t h i s  

gave  us  t he  oppo r tun i t y  t o  g i ve  Lu ig i  and  Ce rveza  

a  home .  We  moved  t hem  bo th  i n  on  t he  same  day  

and  t he  pa ren t s  accep ted  t hem  seam les s l y .  

Hoo ray ,  ano the r  success fu l  t r ans l oca t i on !  

I n  t he  f i r s t  week  o f  t he  New  Yea r  and  we  s t i l l  had  

t h r ee  ch i cks  be ing  r a i s ed  i n  t he  r e sea r ch  cen te r :  

“T -Rex ”  (20  days  o ld ) ,  “Gas ”  (23  days  o ld )  and  

“L i t t l e  Foo t ”  (23  days  o ld ) .  By  Janua r y  8 th ,  i t  was  

t ime  f o r  T -Rex  t o  go  back  t o  t he  wi ld .  The  nes t  

Gav i l an  on l y  had  one  ch i ck  i n  i t  t ha t  was  a  s im i l a r  

age  (22  days )  and  f eed ing  we l l  so ,  t h i s  was  

chosen  as  T -Rex ' s  new  home .  (con t i nued  page  3 . . . )

Luigi (Ceiba nest) and Cerveza (Hugo nest) were eventually 
placed in Tapir nest after their time in the nursery.

Bringing in the New Year
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continued from page 1...
To  have  t he  chance  t o  r a i s e  T -Rex  was  an  
ex t r ao rd i na r y  expe r i ence .  We  d id  no t  b r i ng  h im  
home  as  soon  as  he  ha tched  because  he  was  j u s t  3  
days  younge r  t han  h i s  o lde r  s i b l i ng .  Acco rd i ng  t o  
ou r  r e sea r ch ,  he  had  a  75%  chance  o f  su r v i v i ng .  
Howeve r ,  when  he  was  j u s t  10  days  o ld  i t  was  c l ea r  
he  was  no t  go ing  t o  make  i t .  So ,  we  dec ided  t o  
r e scue  h im .  He  was  i n  ve r y  bad  shape ,  ex t r eme l y  
unde rwe igh t ,  show ing  mu l t i p l e  s i gns  o f  s tun t i ng  bu t  
s t i l l  wi th  t he  des i r e  t o  l i v e .  

T -Rex  wou ld  have  been  imposs ib l e  t o  r e scue  
wi thou t  t he  he lp  and  expe r t i s e  o f  ou r  macaw  ch i ck  
b reede r  expe r t ,  Mark  Moore .  Mark  f ed  h im  eve r y  
hou r  f o r  t he  f i r s t  24  hou r s  i n  ou r  nu r se r y .  T -Rex  
doub led  h i s  we igh t  i n  t he  f i r s t  30  hou r s  unde r  
Mark ’ s  ca re  and  qu i ck l y  s to l e  ou r  hea r t s  -  even  
more  so  t han  t he  ch i cks  usua l l y  do .  When  we  
even tua l l y  p l aced  h im  i n  h i s  new  home ,  we  were  
happy  f o r  h im  bu t  he  was  dea r l y  missed .  

A l t hough  t he  pa ren t s  accep ted  h im  we l l ,  we  f ound  
t ha t  ove r  t he  nex t  f ew  days  t ha t  he  wasn ’ t  pu t t i ng  

Mark  Moore  ( l e f t ) ,  ou r  macaw  ch i ck  b reede r  expe r t ,  Gaby  V igo  (cen te r ) ,  ou r  r e sea r ch  coo rd ina to r  and  Mabe  

Agu i r r e  ( r i gh t ) ,  ou r  l e ad  f i e l d  ve t .  Th ree  hands ,  t h r ee  key  p ieces  on  ou r  macaw  ch i ck  t r ans l oca t i on  p rog r am .  

Le f t ,  T -Rex  (7  days  o ld )  and  r i gh t ,  L i t t l e  Foo t  (10  

days  o ld )  du r i ng  t he i r  t ime  i n  Tap i r  nes t ,  bo th  

show ing  ea r l y  s i gns  o f  s tun t i ng  

Guacamayo comes from two Quechua 

words, ‘mayo’meaning river and 

‘guaco’ meaning to cry. The name

means ‘The one who cries by the river’

and represents the loudmacaw calls 

ancient local sailors heard on their 

adventures along the Amazon river and 

its tributaries

Did you know ... ?

on  much  we igh t  because  h i s  begg ing  r esponse  

needed  imp rovement .  He  needed  more  t ime  t o  

prac t i ce .  There fo re ,  a t  5am  and  5pm  eve ry  day  f o r  

t he  nex t  10  days ,  we  wa lked  t he  6  km  t o  Gav i l an  

nes t  t o  g ive  our  l i t t l e  T -Rex  supp lementa l  f ood .  Over  

t ha t  t ime ,  he  pu t  on  a  l o t  o f  we igh t  and  per fec ted  h i s  

begg ing  r esponse ,  a l low ing  h im  t o  f ed  f rom  h i s  

pa ren t s  e f fec t i ve l y .  

On  t he  12 th  o f  Janua ry  i t  was  t ime  t o  ge t  t he  l a s t  

two  ch icks  ou t  o f  t he  r esea rch  cen te r  and  i n to  wi ld  

nes t s .  Gas  was  t aken  t o  nes t  T ig res ,  which  on ly  had  

one  ch ick  i n  i t  because  t he  o the r  egg  l a id  was  

i n fe r t i l e .  He  was  accep ted  ve ry  wel l  and  ga ined  

we igh t  as  expec ted .  A  happy  end ing  f o r  Gas !  

L i t t l e  Foo ts ’  f oo t  had  a l so  imp roved  and  he  was  

l ook ing  s t rong  and  hea l thy ,  so  i t  was  dec ided  he  

wou ld  be  t aken  t o  Ce iba  nes t .  He  wou ld  be  our  l a s t  

t r ans loca ted  ch ick  f o r  t he  2018  breed ing  season .  So  

i t  was  wi th  mixed  emot ions .  We  t ook  t h i s  l a s t  ch ick  

t o  h i s  new  home ,  happy  t ha t  a l l  t he  ch icks  had  been  

saved  and  were  sa fe  wi th  t he i r  new  wi ld  pa ren t s ,  

r e l i eved  t ha t  our  ha rd  work  had  pa id  o f f  and  sad  

because  i t ’s  a lways  ha rd  t o  say  goodbye . . . e spec ia l l y  

t o  a  macaw  ch ick !  

Picture:Ruth Hardy



Tab l e  1 :  S howi ng  a  b r eakdown o f  the  b r eed i ng  season  as  o f  Januar y  31s t  2018  and  
how m any  ch i cks  we  a r e  m on i to r i ng  i n  the i r  nes ts  a r ound  TR C .  

Goodbye T-Rex 

The  mon th  ended  on  a  sad  no te  wi th  one  o f  ou r  
t r ans l oca ted  ch i cks ,  T -Rex ,  and  h i s  adop ted  
b ro the r  dy ing  because  o f  p reda t i on .  On  Janua r y  
29 th ,  we  wen t  t o  check  on  t he  nes t  as  usua l  and  
we  f ound  i t  emp ty .  Acco rd i ng  t o  ou r  r e sea r ch  
f r om  18  yea r s  work i ng  i n  t he  f o r e s t  su r r ound ing  
t he  Tambopa ta  Resea rch  Cen te r ,  t he  chances  o f  
ch i ck  p reda t i on  i n  a  nes t  a re  ve r y  sma l l  (6% ) .  

We  were  speech l e s s .  We  f ound  some  c l aw  marks  
on  t he  ou t s i de  o f  t he  nes t ,  t he  PVC  p ipe ,  and  
a l so  i n  t he  immed i a t e  b ranches  o f  t he  nes t  t r ee .  

HATCHED :  26  DEC  17  

NEST :  TAP IR  

CHICK  2  

DIED :  29  JAN  18  

We  suspec ted  t he  p reda to r  was  a  Tay ra  (E i r a  ba rba r a ) ,  
an  oppo r tun i s t i c  omn i vo re  and  expe r t  c l imbe r .  

T -Rex ,  even  t hough  you  d id  no t  make  i t ,  wha t  we  
l e a rned  f r om  you ,  you r  r ecove r y  p rocess  and  
t r ans l oca t i on  wi l l  he lp  us  save  o the r  macaw  ch i cks .  
You  wi l l  be  missed .  

I n  t ha t  ve r y  same  week ,  two  o the r  macaw  ch i cks ,  were  
a l so  p reda ted  f r om  t he i r  nes t ,  “P f l ucke r ” .  I n  t h i s  case ,  
a  Cres t ed  Owl  (Lophos t r i x  c r i s t a t a )  i s  known  t o  have  
used  t ha t  nes t  f o r  nes t i ng  i n  p rev i ous  seasons .  We  
t h i nk  she  i s  s t i l l  a round  t he  a rea  t ha t  may  have  been  
t he  p reda to r .  

 

TheTay r a  (E i r a  ba rba r a )  i s  pa r t  o f  t he  wease l  

f am i l y  f ound  i n  pa r t s  o f  Sou th  &  Cen t r a l  Amer i ca .  

T -Rex  and  h i s  adop ted  b ro the r  f r om  t he  nes t  Gav i l an .  

Th i s  pho to  was  t a ken  8  days  be fo re  t hey  d ied .  



On average, Scarlet macaw chicks leave the nest when they are 86 days old. Many of the translocated chicks are now about halfway

to fledging age which means the majority of their brains, muscles and bones have developed. They are starting to grow feathers 

and definitely looking more like chicks and less like aliens. If you compare these pictures to those in our last newsletter, you can see

how fast they have grown! 

The chicks are growing up...

HATCHED :  15  NOV  17  

NEST :  MANDY -LU  

CHICK  1  

HATCHED :  28  NOV  17  

NEST :  FRANZ  

CHICK  1  

HATCHED :  6  DEC  17  

NEST :  FRANZ  

CHICK  3  

PERUCHO  

HATCHED :  21  NOV  17  

NEST :  MANDY -LU  

CHICK  2  

HATCHED :  8  DEC  17  

NEST :  MOL INERO  

CHICK  1  

HATCHED :  11  DEC  17  

NEST :  CE IBA  

CHICK  1  

HATCHED :  11  DEC  17  

NEST :  HUGO  

CHICK  3  

HATCHED :  20  DEC  17  

NEST :  GAV ILAN  

CHICK  2  

HATCHED :  16  DEC  17  

NEST :  TAP IR  

CHICK  1  

AROHA  

WALKER  MAR IO  
 

LU IG I  

CERVEZA GAS  L ITTLE  FOOT  

PANCHO  



The  s i gh t s  and  sounds  a t  t he  Tambopa ta  c l ay  l i c k  a t  

dawn  a re  t r u l y  some th i ng  t o  beho ld .  Up  t o  e igh teen  

spec i e s  o f  macaw ,  pa r ro t  and  pa rakee t  f l y  i n  t he i r  

hund reds  f r om  a round  t he  j ung l e  t o  t he  r ed -b rown  

c l i f f s  r i s i ng  above  t he  r i v e r .  I t  seems  a lmos t  l i k e  a  

soc i a l  occas i on  as  t hey  pe rch  nex t  t o  each  o the r  

wa i t i ng  f o r  t he  b raves t  t o  f l y  down  t o  t he  exposed  

c l ay  l i c k .  

I t  i s  a  r i s k y  t h i ng  t o  do  a f t e r  a l l .  Once  t he  she l t e r  o f  

t he  canopy  i s  gone ,  t he  b r i gh t l y  co lou red  pa r ro t s  a re  

an  obv ious  t a rge t  f o r  hung ry  p reda to r s .  Fo r  an  an ima l  

t o  expose  i t s e l f  i n  such  a  way  t he re  mus t  be  a  ve r y  

good  r ea son .  

And  so  t he re  i s .  Ea t i ng  c l ay  (o r  geophagy )  i s  v i t a l  f o r  

t he  hea l t h  o f  pa r ro t s  i n  t h i s  a rea  o f  t he  wor ld .  I n  

t r op i ca l  f o r e s t s  i n  t he  Madre  de  D ios  a rea ,  heavy  

seasona l  r a i n s  qu i ck l y  wash  sod ium  f r om  t he  so i l s ,  

l e av i ng  p l an t  l i f e  l a ck i ng  i n  t h i s  impo r t an t  mine ra l .  

C lay  l i c k s ,  howeve r ,  a re  t he  excep t i on .  

Resea rch  shows  t he  sod ium  l e ve l s  i n  t hese  ha rd  

c l ay s  a re  t yp i ca l l y  40  t imes  h ighe r  t han  i n  p l an t  f ood  

i n  t he  su r r ound ing  j ung l e .  

Th ree  d i f f e r en t  spec i e s  o f  macaw  f e ed ing  a t  t he  c l ay  l i c k  i n  Tambopa t a ,  t he  Sca r l e t  Macaw  (Ara  macao )  t he  Red -  

and -Green  Macaw  (Ara  ch lo rop te ru s )  and  t he  B lue -and -Ye l l ow  Macaw  (Ara  a r a r auna ) .  S tud i e s  have  shown  t ha t  

Amazon  c l ay  l i c k  so i l s  t yp i ca l l y  con t a i n  40  t imes  more  sod ium  t han  t he  macaws  p l an t  f ood  f ound  i n  t h i s  j ung l e .  

Clay Lick use in Peru
Sod ium  i s  essen t i a l  f o r  b ra i n ,  bone  and  musc l e  

deve lopmen t ,  as  we l l  as  musc l e  con t r ac t i on  and  f l u i d  

r egu l a t i on .  I t  i s  no t  su rp r i s i ng  t he re fo r e  t ha t  c l ay  l i c k  

use  i n  Tambopa ta  i n c r eases  du r i ng  t he  pa r ro t  

b reed ing  season .  Resea rch  shows  t ha t  i t  i s  

pa r t i cu l a r l y  h igh  i n  Decembe r  and  Janua r y  when  

pa ren t s  a re  f eed ing  t he i r  new  ha tch l i ngs .  So ,  i f  you  

a re  p l ann ing  t o  come  t o  Tambopa ta  t o  see  some  

geophagy  i n  ac t i on  -  now  i s  t he  t ime !  

Did  y o u  kn o w . . . ?
Monkeys ,  pecca r i e s ,  dee r ,  
b raz i l i an  po rcup ine ,  pa r ro t s  
and  pa rakee t s  have  a l l  been  
seen  p rac t i s i ng  geophagy  
he re .  I n  o the r  pa r t s  o f  t he  
wor ld  even  humans  have  
been  r eco rded  ea t i ng  so i l !  



L i z  has  been  work i ng  i n  t he  Tambopa ta  Na t i ona l  

Pa r k  f o r  a lmos t  12  yea r s  i n  va r i ous  r o l e s  r ang ing  

f r om  gu id i ng  t o  manag ing  l odges  and  f i n a l l y  

becom ing  t he  f i e l d  l e ade r  a t  t he  Tambopa ta  Macaw  

P ro j ec t .  She  i s  an  av id  wi ld l i f e  l o ve r  and  has  a  deep  

r e spec t  f o r  t he  j ung l e  and  f o r  t he  macaws  she  works  

wi th .  She  f ee l s  ex t r eme l y  l u cky  t o  be  ab l e  t o  work  i n  

such  a  beau t i f u l  and  p r i s t i ne  env i r onmen t  say i ng  

' t he  Amazon  i s  known  as  t he  l ungs  o f  t he  Ea r t h  and  

t o  be  ab l e  t o  con t r i bu te  t o  such  an  impo r t an t  p l ace  

i s  an  honou r ' .  

'The  f i e l d  l e ade r  r o l e  i s  cha l l eng ing  bu t  r ewa rd i ng .  

Dur i ng  t he  b reed ing  season  we  can  have  up  t o  25  

vo lun tee r s  a t  any  one  t ime ,  50  ch i cks  t o  l ook  a f t e r  

and  44  nes t s  t o  mon i to r ,  as  we l l  as  r eco rd i ng  t he  

c l ay  l i c k  use  and  macaw ,  pa r ro t  and  pa rakee t  

census  da ta .  I t ' s  de f i n i t e l y  busy  ensu r i ng  a l l  t he  

j obs  ge t  done ,  t he  ch i cks  a re  ca red  f o r  and  

eve r yone  i s  sa f e  and  happy .  Mos t  o f  t he  t ime  t he  

day - t o -day  r unn ing  o f  t h i ngs  goes  p re t t y  smoo th l y  

bu t  t he re  can  a  f ew  h i ccups  a long  t he  way . '  

'One  o f  t he  bes t  t h i ngs  abou t  t h i s  j ob  has  go t  t o  be  

see ing  t he  ch i cks  t ha t  we  have  he lped  f l edge  f r om  

t he i r  nes t .  Th i s  happens  r a r e l y  bu t  i t  i s  an  amaz ing  

Meet our field leader:
Liz Paipay Villanueva when  Dy l an  go t  c lo se r  he  r ea l i z ed  i t  was  a  ch i ck .  

Abou t  f ou r  mete r s  be fo re  he  r eached  t he  nes t ,  t he  

macaw  ch i ck  s t a r t ed  t o  ge t  a  b i t  ne r vous  and  we  

cou ld  see  i t  pok ing  i t s  head  i n  and  ou t s i de  o f  t he  

nes t  as  i f  i t  was  t h i nk i ng  abou t  wha t  t o  do .  A l l  o f  a  

sudden  i t  l aunched  i t s e l f  f r om  t he  en t r ance ,  t a k i ng  

a  l e ap  o f  f a i t h  f r om  t he  nes t ,  25m  above  t he  g round  

and  ou t  i n t o  t he  unknown  j ung l e  beyond .  One  o f  

t he  pa ren t s  was  c lo se  by  and  f l ew  down  r i gh t  

beh ind  t he  ch i ck .  I t  was  amaz ing  t o  wi tness  i t  a l l ,  

i n c l ud ing  t he  pa ren t a l  r e sponse  as  i t s  ch i ck  

f l edged  and  f l ew  ou t  i n t o  t he  f o r e s t . '  

'The  second  ch i ck  I  saw  f l edge  l a s t  season  was  

a l so  f r om  t he  nes t  Sue .  B .  As  t he  younge r  ch i ck  had  

a l r eady  f l edged  a  f ew  days  ea r l i e r ,  we  were  go ing  

back  t o  check  t he  we igh t  o f  t he  o lde r  ch i ck .  We  

a l so  wan ted  t o  check  t ha t  t he  pa ren t s  were  s t i l l  i n  

t he  a rea .  These  ch i cks  need  pa ren t a l  ca re  f o r  up  t o  

one  yea r  a f t e r  t hey  f l edge  so  i f  one  ch i ck  has  

a l r eady  f l edged  i t  i s  impo r t an t  f o r  us  t o  check  t he  

pa ren t s  a re  r e t u rn i ng  t o  t he  nes t ,  wa i t i ng  f o r  t he  

second  ch i ck  t o  l e ave  t he  nes t . '  

'When  we  a r r i v ed  we  saw  t he  pa ren t s  i n  a  nea rby  

t r ee  wh ich  was  a  r e l i e f .  Nex t  up ,  we  needed  t o  ge t  

t he  ch i ck  down  and  we igh  i t .  One  o f  ou r  vo lun tee r s  

c l imbed  up  t o  t he  nes t  and  sen t  t he  ch i ck  down  t o  

me  be low .  He  was  ve r y  l i gh t  when  I  we ighed  h im .  

A t  a round  750  g rams  I  knew  he  wou ld  f l edge  ve r y  

soon .  I i  sen t  h im  back  up  t o  t he  c l imbe r  and  as  

soon  as  he  was  r e t u rned  t o  h i s  nes t  t he  mum  f l ew  

i n  wi th  a  l oud  squawk .  She  seemed  r a t he r  annoyed  

a t  t he  ch i ck  f o r  s t i l l  be ing  i n  t he  nes t .  A l l  o f  a  

sudden  t he  ch i ck  appea red  i n  t he  en t r ance ,  

l ung ing  f o rwa rd  ou t  o f  t he  en t r ance  eve r y  so  o f t en  

wi th  an  uneasy  l ook  on  i t s  f a ce .  I t  seemed  h i s  mum  

had  had  enough  o f  wa i t i ng  a round  and  he  was  

l i t e r a l l y  be ing  pushed  ou t  o f  t he  nes t .  H i s  t oes  

were  wrapped  t i gh t  a round  t he  bo t tom  o f  t he  

en t r ance  as  he  he ld  on  f o r  dea r  l i f e  wh i l e  be ing  

nudged  f r om  be low . '  

(con t i nued  on  page  8 . . . )  

t h i ng  t o  expe r i ence .  Las t  yea r  I  ac tua l l y  saw  two  

ch i cks  f l edge  f r om  t he i r  nes t s  on  two  sepa ra t e  

occas i ons .  Bo th  were  f r om  t he  same  nes t  and  

happened  on l y  a  f ew  days  apa r t .  

The  f i r s t  was  when  I  was  wi th  Dy l an  Whi t ake r ,  t he  

2017  f i e l d  l e ade r .  He  was  c l imb ing  up  t he  nes t  t r ee  

and  t he re  was  a  Sca r l e t  macaw  a t  t he  nes t  en t r ance .  

We  t hough t  i t  was  one  o f  t he  macaw  pa ren t s  bu t  

L i z  "Pa i " ,  ou r  f i e l d  l e ade r  ho ld i ng  one  o f  t he  ch i cks  

f r om  t he  p rev i ous  season .  She  has  been  an  impo r t an t  

pa r t  o f  t he  p ro j ec t  ove r  t he  pas t  t h r ee  yea r s .  

A  Sca r l e t  Macaw  ch i ck  s t i l l  be ing  f ed  by  one  o f  i t s  

pa ren t s '  a  f ew  mon ths  a f t e r  f l edg ing  f r om  t he  nes t .  



The case of the hidden chick
nes t .  Poo r  S tan fo rd  2  mus t  have  been  p reda ted .  We  

sad l y  upda ted  ou r  r eco rds  -  he  wou ld  be  t he  11 th  

ch i ck  t ha t  had  d ied  t h i s  season .  

On  t he  19 th  o f  Janua r y ,  t he  c l imbe r s  wen t  back  t o  

S tan fo rd  t o  t a ke  pho tos  o f  t he  l a s t  r ema in i ng  

ch i ck .  Th i s  t ime  a round  t hey  mus t  have  go t  t he  

pe r f ec t  ang l e  on  t he  came ra  t o  show  t he  h id i ng  

p l ace  because  l ow -and -beho ld ,  l ook  who  appea red  

f r om  beh ind  S tan fo rd  1 !  

S tan fo rd  2  was  a l i ve  and  we l l !  The  nes t  mus t  have  

e roded  even  more  c rea t i ng  a  deepe r  p l ace  t o  h ide  

away  f r om  t he  se l f i e  s t i c k  and  came ra .  The  f unny  

t h i ng  i s ,  t h i s  exac t  t h i ng  happened  l a s t  yea r  wi th  

S tan fo rd  2  ' r eappea r i ng '  i n  f r on t  o f  t he  came ra  

a f t e r  a  f ew  weeks .  These  S tan fo rd  ch i cks  a re  

ce r t a i n l y  cheeky  and  ve r y  evas i ve .  We 've  go t  t o  

keep  an  eye  ou t  f o r  t hem  nex t  yea r  t o  be  su re .  

Stanford  2  peeks  out  from  behind  Stanford  1  in  his  little  hiding  

place  at  the  bottom  of  the  nest.

S tan fo rd  i s  one  o f  t he  na tu r a l  nes t s  t ha t  a  Red -and -  

Green  Macaw  coup le  has  been  nes t i ng  i n  f o r  t he  l a s t  

f i v e  yea r s .  The  nes t  ho l l ow  i s  ve r y  deep  and  t he re  i s  

no  way  we  can  ge t  t he  ch i cks  ou t  t o  measu re  o r  

we igh  t hem .  To  t r ack  t he i r  g row th  t he  c l imbe r s  mus t  

a t t ach  a  came ra  t o  1m  po le  t o  t a ke  pho tos  o f  t he  

ch i cks  a t  t he  bo t tom  o f  t he  nes t .  

We  knew  t ha t  t he re  were  two  ch i cks  i n  t he  nes t  i n  

ea r l y  Decembe r  t ha t  were  do ing  we l l .  On  t he  10 th  o f  

Janua r y ,  ou r  c l imbe r s  came  back  f r om  S tan fo rd  and  

t o l d  us  t ha t  on l y  one  ch i ck  cou ld  be  seen  i n  t he  

pho tos .  We  a l so  knew  f r om  l a s t  yea r  t ha t  t he  ch i cks  

have  a  l i t t l e  h id i ng  p l ace  a t  t he  bo t tom  o f  t he  nes t ,  

so  ove r  t he  nex t  f ew  days  we  sen t  more  c l imbe r s  up  

t he  t r ee  t o  t a ke  more  pho tos  and  doub le  check  t ha t  

t he  second  ch i ck  has  gone .  A l l  o f  t he  pho tos  t ha t  

came  back  de f i n i t e l y  on l y  showed  one  ch i ck  i n  t he  

Th i s  i s  wha t  you  see  when  you  check  S t an fo rd  nes t .  A  

na tu r a l  cav i t y  2  mete r  deep .  The  ques t i on  i s :  i s  t he r e  

one  ch i c k  o r  two?

'Th i s  no t - so -gen t l e  encou ragemen t  f r om  h i s  mothe r  con t i nued  as  t he  c l imbe r  r eached  t he  bo t tom  o f  t he  t r ee .  

We  wa tched  f o r  abou t  f i v e  minu tes  wh i l e  we  pu t  ou r  equ ipmen t  away ,  bu t  no th i ng  happened .  He  seemed  

de te rm ined  t o  r ema in  r i gh t  whe re  he  was .  A f t e r  a  f ew  more  minu tes  t he  mothe r  l e f t  t he  nes t  ca l l i ng  l oud l y . '  

'Wel l ,  we  t hough t  t ha t  was  t he  end  o f  i t  and  were  j u s t  abou t  t o  wa l k  away  when  l ow  and  beho ld ,  he  l aunched  

h imse l f  f r om  t he  nes t  and  f l ew  t o  a  nea rby  t r ee ,  l and ing  ups ide  down  wi th  one  l eg  c lu t ch i ng  t he  b ranch .  He  

t ook  a  f ew  momen t s  t o  l i f t  h imse l f  up r i gh t  and  r ema ined  t he re  ca l l i ng  so f t l y .  We  were  a  l i t t l e  wor r i ed  h i s  

pa ren t s  wou ldn ' t  see  h im ,  when  ou t  o f  nowhe re  came  h i s  dad ,  f l y i ng  ove r  and  l and ing  nex t  t o  h im .  He  s t a r t ed  

p reen ing  h im  f u r i ous l y  and  we  knew  he  was  i n  good  hands .  We  sha red  a  f ew  happy  t ea r s  and  l e f t  t he  a rea  wi th  

huge  sm i l e s  on  ou r  f a ces .  I t  was  a  p re t t y  spec i a l  t h i ng  t o  see  and  one  I  wi l l  neve r  f o rge t . '  

continued from page 7...



Thank you, 
from the whole team at 
Tambopata

Macaw Tails is the The Macaw Society monthly magazine 

Created & Produced by Shannan Courtenay 
Edited by Gabriela Vigo Trauco  

Photography by Liz Villanueva PaiPay, Gabriela Vigo Trauco and TMP unless otherwise stated 
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED




