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MACAW TAILS

February fledglings & 
fabulous feathers

Feb rua r y  and  March  have  a l r eady  r o l l ed  pas t  and  

t he  ch i cks  a round  t he  Tambopa ta  Resea rch  

cen t r e  a re  l ook i ng  ve r y  hea l t hy .  The  t r ans l oca ted  

ch i cks  t ha t  had  a  b i t  o f  a  r ocky  s t a r t  a re  a l l  do ing  

ve r y  we l l  and  t hank fu l l y ,  t he re  have  been  no  

more  dea ths .  

By  mid -Feb rua r y  mos t  o f  t he  ch i cks  were  

be tween  50  and  60  days  o ld .  A t  t h i s  age ,  t hey  a re  

s t i l l  be ing  f ed  by  t he i r  pa ren t s  many  t imes  bo th  

day  and  n igh t ,  bu t  a re  l e f t  a lone  i n  t he  nes t  f o r  

l onge r  and  l onge r  pe r i ods  as  t hey  g row .  They  a re  

ve r y  c lo se  t o  r each ing  t he i r  max imum  we igh t  a t  

a round  60  days ,  wh ich  i n t e r e s t i ng l y ,  i s  

some t imes  g rea te r  t han  t he  we igh t  o f  t he i r  

pa ren t s .  

The i r  f ee t  have  r eached  t he i r  f u l l  s i ze  by  age  35  

days  and  t he i r  wings  a re  g row ing  ve r y  qu i ck l y ,  

ma in l y  due  t o  t he  g row th  o f  t he i r  f l i gh t  f e a the r s .  

A l t hough  t he i r  beak  con t i nues  g row ing  a f t e r  t hey  

f l edge  f r om  t he  nes t ,  i t  i s  a l so  a round  t h i s  age  

t ha t  t he  l owe r  mand ibu l a  s t a r t s  t o  change  f r om  a  

wide r  spoon - l i k e  shape  t o  become  a  s t anda rd  

macaw  beak .  By  t h i s  s t age ,  t hey  have  r ea l l y  

deve loped  l i t t l e  pe r sona l i t i e s ,  cu r i ous  by  na tu re  
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and  ve r y  cheeky .  S ib l i ngs  i n  t he  nes t  wi l l  o f t en  

wh i l e  away  t he  day  p reen ing  and  p l ay i ng  wi th  

each  o the r ,  wa i t i ng  f o r  t he i r  pa ren t s  t o  r e t u rn  t o  

f eed  t hem .  They  g rab  each  o the r s  t a i l s ,  p l ay  

wi th  f e a the r s  t ha t  have  f a l l en  on to  t he  subs t r a t e  

and  hudd le  t oge the r  when  t hey  s l eep  as  i f  t hey  

a re  cudd l i ng .  

One of our volunteers, Lauren shares a moment with Pancho 
and his sibling when they are 75 and 79 days old. Photo credit 
Liz Villanueva Paipay.
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Map  show ing  t he  cu r r en t  d i s t r i bu t i on  o f  Sca r l e t  Macaws  t h r oughou t  t he i r  na tu r a l  r ange  i n  Sou th  and  Cen t r a l  Ame r i c a .  

Once  j o i ned ,  you  can  see  t h a t  t he  popu l a t i ons  be tween  t he  two  r eg i ons  a r e  now  comp le t e l y  sepe r a t e  due  t o  

l o ca l i s ed  ex t i nc t i ons  (The  Co rne l l  Lab  o f  Orn i t ho l ogy ,  Neo t r op i ca l  B i r d s ) .

Distribution map of the Scarlet Macaw 

The Macaw Society
T

h i s  yea r   T    has  been  ab l e  t o  con t i nue  deve lop ing  t echn iques  wh ich  cou ld  

d rama t i ca l l y  i n c r ease  t he  r ecove r y  o f  Sca r l e t  Macaw  (Ara  macao )  popu l a t i ons  t h roughou t  t he i r  na tu r a l  r ange  

i n  Sou th  and  Cen t r a l  Amer i ca .  I n  Mex i co ,  Gua tema l a ,  Be l i z e ,  Hondu ras ,  and  N ica r agua ,  wi ld  popu l a t i ons  have  

dec l i ned  seve re l y  due  t o  a  comb ina t i on  o f  hab i t a t  l o s s  and  i l l ega l  wi ld l i f e  t r ade  and  a re  now  mos t l y  r e s t r i c t ed  

t o  p ro tec ted  a reas .  Wi ld  popu l a t i ons  i n  Su r i nam  and  Co lomb ia  a re  t he  mos t  a f f ec t ed  i n  Sou th  Amer i ca .  We  wi l l  

be  sha r i ng  ou r  va l uab l e  r e sea r ch  wi th  o the r  r e sea r ch  and  conse r va t i on  g roups  i n  Mex i co ,  Gua tema l a  and  

Cos ta  R Ica  t o  he lp  ensu re  t hese  i n t e l l i gen t  and  cha r i sma t i c  b i rd s  r ema in  i n  t he  wi ld  f o r  f u t u r e  gene ra t i ons .  

T h e  M a c a w  S o c i e t y
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F rom  abou t  70  days  un t i l  t he i r  f l edg ing  da te  t hey  wi l l  d rop  i n  we igh t  t o  a round  850  g rams .  A t  t h i s  s t age ,  t he  
pa ren t s  wi l l  on l y  v i s i t  t he  nes t  once  o r  tw i ce  a  day  t o  f eed  t hem  wh ich  seems  t o  encou rage  t hem  t o  f l edge .  
Th i s  i s  a l so  t he  age  t hey  s t a r t  t o  c l imb  up  t o  t he  nes t  en t r ance  t o  ge t  a  v i ew  o f  t he  g rea t  b ig  wide  wor ld  
ou t s i de .  

A f t e r  many  a t t emp t s  a t  c l imb ing  t he  wa l l s  i n s i de  t he  nes t ,  t he  ch i ck  wi l l  f i n a l l y  make  i t  t o  t he  nes t  en t r ance .  
F rom  t h i s  po in t  on ,  t he  ch i ck  i s  o f t en  seen  wi th  i t s  head  i n  t he  nes t  en t r ance ,  cu r i ous l y  wa tch ing  t he  wor ld  go  
by .  I t  mus t  be  a  l o t  more  i n t e r e s t i ng  t han  l ook i ng  a t  t he  i n s i de  o f  a  wooden  box !  As  t he  days  go  by  i t  ga in s  
more  con f i dence  and  even tua l l y  pe rches  a t  t he  en t r ance .  When  one  o f  t he  pa ren t s  r e t u rn  home ,  i t ’ s  qu i t e  
f unny  t o  see  t he  ch i ck  and  t he  pa ren t  a rgu ing  ove r  who  ge t s  t o  l ook  ou t  o f  t he  nes t .  

(Left) One of the 2018 season chicks' tail being measured with a ruler. (Middle) One of our volunteers  measuring the chick beak  (Right) A 
close up of a macaw chick tarsus being measured. Photo credits Liz Villanueva Paipay ,Maria Belen Aguirre and TMP.

The chick in "Molinero" nest tries to push its parent from the 
nest entrance to get a better look. The parent arrived, fed 
both chicks and was getting ready for the end of the day. 
The chick was not ready for it though..."Mom, let me watch 
just a little bit longer". Photo credit Liz Villanueva Paipay.

Pe rucho  and  Aroha ,  t he  two  o ldes t  ch i cks  o f  t h i s  
b reed ing  season  and  ou r  f i r s t  two  t r ans l oca t i ons ,  
bo th  f l edged  i n  Feb rua r y  a t  age  85  days  and  87  days ,  
r e spec t i ve l y .  A  coup le  o f  ou r  vo lun tee r s  were  l u cky  
enough  t o  see  Pe rucho  f l edge  f r om  t he  nes t .  
Roshan  Ta i l o r  wr i t e s  abou t  t he  expe r i ence  be low :  

“ I t  was  Day  85  f o r  ou r  o ldes t  ch i ck ,  and  when  we  
a r r i v ed  a t  t he  nes t ,  we  cou ld  see  t ha t  t he re  was  an  
i nd i v i dua l  peep ing  ou t  t he  en t r ance  ho le  bu t  cou ldn ’ t  
t e l l  i f  i t  was  an  adu l t  o r  a  ch i ck .  We  se t  t he  r opes  up ,  
and  I  began  c l imb ing ,  and  abou t  ha l fway  up  t he  t r ee ,  
an  adu l t  a l a rm  ca l l ed ,  and  f l ew  o f f ,  f o l l owed  by  t he  
b i rd  a t  t he  en t r ance  ho le .  Then  when  I  go t  t o  t he  nes t  
and  saw  j u s t  one  c l i c k ,  I  ca l l ed  down  t o  ask  i f  bo th  
were  p resen t  t he  day  be fo re ,  wh ich  t hey  were ,  and  
we  r ea l i s ed  t ha t  we  had  wi tnessed  t he  f l edg ing  o f  ou r  
f i r s t  ch i ck  t h i s  season  –  Pe rucho ,  on  t he  8 th  Feb rua r y  
2018 .  I t  was  wonde r f u l  t o  wi tness  t he  f i r s t  f l i gh t  o f  
t h i s  ch i ck  i n t o  t he  g rea t  Amazon ! ”  

Two  days  a f t e r  Aroha  f l edged ,  Pancho ,  t he  
t r ans l oca ted  ch i ck  f r om  F ranz  nes t  f o l l owed  su i t ,  
f l edg ing  a t  j u s t  82  days  o ld .  H i s  s i b l i ng  f o l l owed  
e igh t  days  l a t e r  and  t hen  t he  nex t  day ,  Mar i o  ou r  
f ou r t h  t r ans l oca ted  ch i ck  t ook  t he  l e ap  o f  f a i t h  i n t o  
t he  j ung l e .  

By  t he  end  o f  Feb rua r y  t hen ,  f ou r  t r ans l oca ted  ch i cks  
and  one  'o r i g i na l '  ch i ck  f r om  F ranz  had  a l l  f l edged .  
We  were  s t i l l  c l imb ing  mos t  o f  t he  o the r  14  ac t i ve  
nes t s  eve r y  day  t o  check  on  t he  ch i cks  t ha t  
r ema ined ,  hop ing  t he  mon th  o f  March  wou ld  b r i ng  
more  success  f o r  t hese  i n c r ed ib l e  b i rd s .  



March brings more joy at the lodge
March  i s  usua l l y  when  t he  ma jo r i t y  o f  ch i cks  f l edge  
f r om  t he i r  nes t s  and  t h i s  yea r  was  no  d i f f e r en t .  I t  
was  du r i ng  t h i s  mon th  t ha t  we  sa id  goodbye  t o  mos t  
o f  t he  r ema in i ng  21  ch i cks  mon i to r ed  a round  t he  
Tambopa ta  Resea rch  Cen t r e .  

On  March  2 ,  Ce rveza  f l edged  a t  day  81 ,  f o l l owed  by  
Lu ig i  f ou r  days  l a t e r  when  he  was  85  days  o ld .  To  
eve r yone ' s  r e l i e f ,  bo th  Walke r  and  L i t t l e  Foo t  
f l edged  f r om  t he i r  nes t s  on  March  7  t h i s  yea r .  I f  you  
r emembe r  f r om  ou r  f i r s t  news l e t t e r ,  Walke r  was  on l y  
19  g rams  when  he  ha tched .  He  was  named  Walke r  
a f t e r  t he  Walk i ng  Dead  because  no  one  t hough t  he  
wou ld  su r v i ve  t h rough  t he  n igh t .  L i t t l e  Foo t  a l so  
had  comp l i ca t i ons  because  o f  h i s  wounded  f oo t  and  
we  were  wor r i ed  abou t  t he  i n f ec t i on .  Howeve r ,  bo th  
o f  t hem  su r v i ved  t o  f l edg ing  age  wi th  Walke r  
l e av i ng  t he  nes t  a t  91  days  and  L i t t l e  Foo t  when  he  
was  t en  days  younge r ,  a t  81  days .  

The  l a s t  t r ans l oca ted  ch i ck  t o  l e ave  t he  nes t  was  
l i t t l e  Gas ,  who  was  j u s t  690  g rams  t he  day  he  
f l edged  on  March  23 ,  t h r ee  days  a f t e r  h i s  adop ted  
s i b l i ng ,  T ig re s  I .  The  s to r y  o f  Gas  i s  a  pa r t i cu l a r l y  
n i ce  one .  He  was  l u cky  t o  be  a l i ve  i n  t he  f i r s t  p l ace  
because  bo th  t he  ch i cks  i n  h i s  o r i g i na l  nes t ,  
Gav i l an ,  bo th  d ied  i n  Janua r y .  I f  Gas  had  s t ayed  
t he re  he  wou ld  no  doub t  be  dead  as  we l l .  

Once  t r ans l oca ted ,  he  was  s l ow  t o  p i ck  up  h i s  
begg ing  r e sponse  and  we  had  t o  he lp  h im  
a long  wi th  supp lemen ta l  f eed ings .  A l t hough  he  
r ema ined  sma l l  i n  s i ze  he  had  a  b ig  pe r sona l i t y .  He  
was  ve r y  gen t l e  and  even  as  he  go t  o lde r  and  h i s  

Thanks to all of you, Gas, his adopted brother Tigres and the other 20 Scarlet Macaw chicks that we monitored around 
the Tambopata Reseach Centre survived until fledging. Photo credit: Liz Villanueva Paipay.

beak  go t  b igge r ,  he  r ema ined  t ha t  way .  Usua l l y ,  as  
t he  ch i cks  g row  t hey  ge t  more  f e i s t y  and  s t a r t  t o  
b i t e  -  ha rd !  Bu t  no t  Gas .  I n  f a c t ,  j u s t  days  be fo re  he  
f l edged ,  I  saw  h im  c l imb  on to  a  vo lun tee r s  head  and  
s t a r t  gen t l y  n ibb l i ng  on  he r  ea r  as  he  made  h i s  way  
up .  Qu i t e  t he  compa r i son  t o  some  o the r s  i n  t he  
ne ighbou rhood !  

Th roughou t  t he  r e s t  o f  March ,  t he  ch i cks  s l ow l y  l e f t  
t he i r  nes t s  and  t he  ha rd  work  wound  down .  By  t he  
end  o f  t he  mon th ,  twen t y -one  ch i cks  had  f l edged  i n  
t o t a l .  Th i s  i n c l udes  t en  t r ans l oca ted  ch i cks ,  seven  
o the r  Sca r l e t  Macaw  ch i cks  and  f ou r  Red -and  Green  
ch i cks .  We  a re  s t i l l  mon i to r i ng  two  Red -and -Green  
Macaw  nes t s .  Ayahuasca  A l to ,  wh ich  has  one  ch i ck  
i n  i t ,  Vag in i t o ,  wi th  two  ch i cks ,  as  we l l  as  ou r  l a s t  
Sca r l e t  Macaw  nes t ,  Max ,  wh ich  has  two  ch i cks .  
Based  on  t he  ave rage  f l edg ing  da tes ,  t hese  ch i cks  
shou ld  f l edge  i n  t he  f i r s t  week  o f  Ap r i l .  

E leven  ch i cks  have  been  t r ans l oca ted  t h i s  season  
and  a l l  e l even  were  accep ted  by  t he  new  nes t i ng  
coup le .  A l t hough  T -Rex  d ied  o f  assumed  p reda t i on  
a long  wi th  h i s  adop ted  s i b l i ng ,  t he  o the r  t en  ch i cks  
have  now  f l edged  success fu l l y .  Tha t  means  t ha t  i f  
we  hadn ’ t  a t t emp ted  t hese  t r ans l oca t i ons  on l y  
e l even  ch i cks  wou ld  have  f l edged  so  f a r  i n s t ead  o f  
t he  twen t y -one  ch i cks  t ha t  have .  Tha t ’ s  a lmos t  
doub le  t he  numbe r  o f  ch i cks  t ha t  su r v i ved  un t i l  
f l edg ing  t h i s  season !  A  ve r y  happy  end ing  t o  a  
f an t a s t i c  season  t ha t  wou ldn ’ t  have  been  poss ib l e  
wi thou t  t he  ha rd  work  o f  an  excep t i ona l  t eam ,  a l l  o f  
ou r  suppo r t e r s  and  o f  cou r se  you !  Thank  you  so  
much .



The last chicks of madame 'Ceiba'

Eve r y  t ime  a  r i v e r  i n  t he  l ow l ands  o f  t he  Amazon  
Bas i n  r i s e s ,  t ons  and  t ons  o f  r i v e rbank  i s  e roded  
away  and  washed  down  r i v e r ;  t a k i ng  t r ees  and  
vege ta t i on  wi th  i t .  Th i s  i s  ve r y  common ,  j u s t  pa r t  o f  
t he  amazon  f o r e s t  dynam ics .  Ove r  t he  yea r s ,  a t  l e a s t  
e igh t  huge  o ld  macaw  nes t  t r ees  have  been  washed  
away  t h rough  t h i s  na tu r a l  p rocess .  Some  o f  t hese  
nes t  t r ees  were  washed  away  when  t hey  were  ac t i ve  
and  macaws  l o s t  t he i r  eggs  o r  ch i cks .  Th i s  pas t  
b reed ing  season  t he  r i v e r  has  been  ge t t i ng  c lo se r  
and  c lo se r  t o  Ce iba ,  a  kapok  t r ee  whe re  we  hung  an  
a r t i f i c i a l  macaw  nes t .  Th roughou t  t he  season  we  
were  becom ing  ve r y  conce rned  t ha t  t he  t r ee  wou ld  
f a l l  i n  t he  r i v e r  be fo re  t he  ch i cks  f l edged .  

D i f f e r en t  managemen t  ac t i ons  were  p roposed  i n  
o rde r  t o  i n c r ease  t he  f l edg ing  chances  o f  t he  Ce iba  
ch i cks .  A t  one  po in t  t he  heavy  nes t  box  was  t a ken  
down  and  pu t  up  ano the r  t r ee ,  bu t  t he  ch i ck  was  t oo  
young  and  i t s  macaw  pa ren t s  were  no t  i n t e r e s t ed  i n  
a  new  nes t  l o ca t i on  a t  t he  t ime .  So  t he  wooden  box  
was  r e t u rned  t o  Ce iba  t r ee  a long  wi th  t he  ch i ck  
whe re  i t s  pa ren t s  con t i nued  t o  r a i s e  i t .  Lo t s  o f  work  
f o r  t he  r e sea r che r s  f o r  no  r e su l t s !  

By  mid -Janua r y ,  a l l  we  cou ld  do  was  mon i to r  Ce iba  
so  t ha t  when  t he  r i v e r  r eached  t r ee  bu t t r e s ses  we  
cou ld  t r y  t o  save  t he  ch i cks  be fo re  i t  f e l l .  A t  t h i s  
t ime ,  Ce iba  was  t he  new  home  f o r  “L i t t l e  Foo t ” ,  one  
o f  ou r  t r ans l oca ted  ch i cks ,  so  we  had  even  more  
r ea son  t o  save  t he  b rood .  On  March  7 ,  t he  r i v e r  was  
r i s i ng  r ap id l y  aga in  and  L i z ,  ou r  f i e l d  l e ade r  and  t he  
r e s t  o f  t he  t eam  were  r eady  t o  evacua te  L i t t l e  Foo t  
be fo re  t he  t r ee  f e l l  i n t o  t he  r i v e r .  Wate r  had  r eached  
t he  bo t tom  o f  Ce iba  by  t he  end  o f  t he  a f t e rnoon ,  so  
L i z  r an  t o  t he  t r ee  t o  assess  t he  s i t ua t i on .  

Little Foot before he was fully feathered. This photo shows how 
close the river is to Ceiba tree. Photo credit Liz Villanueva Paipay.
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When  she  a r r i v ed ,  L i t t l e  Foo t  was  a t  t he  nes t  
en t r ance  and  t he  Sca r l e t  Macaw  nes t i ng  ma le  
and  f ema le  (dad  and  mom )  were  pe rched  
app rox ima te l y  25  mete r s  away ,  mak ing  sho r t  
ca l l s .  As  t he  r u sh i ng  wa te r  made  i t s  way  a round  
t he  bo t tom  o f  t he  t r ee ,  t he  ch i ck  squawked  and  
sudden l y  f l ew  o f f  t owa rds  t he  r i v e r .  

The  nes t i ng  pa ren t s  immed i a t e l y  f o l l owed  h im  
and  gu ided  h im  back  t o  t he  sa f e t y  o f  t he  j ung l e .  
He  was  81  days  when  he  f l edged .  I t  was  a l so  on  
t h i s  day  t ha t  Walke r  f i n a l l y  f l edged .  He  was  t en  
days  o lde r  t han  L i t t l e  Foo t .  Ce iba  t r ee  f e l l  i n  t he  
r i v e r  on  t he  morn ing  o f  t he  nex t  day .  

Madame  Ce iba ,  you  have  se r ved  t he  f o r e s t  and  
t he  Sca r l e t  Macaws  ve r y  we l l .  

Thank  you  Ce iba ,  f r om  a l l  o f  us  who  have  
worked ,  c l imbed  and  r e s t ed  on  you r  b ranches .  

If you look carefully you can see the nest Little Foot fledged 
from high up in Ceiba tree. Photo credit Liz Villanueva Paipay.



Tab l e  1 :  S howi ng  a  b r eakdown o f  the  b r eed i ng  season  as  o f  Mar ch  31s t  2018  and  how m any  ch i cks  we  
a r e  m on i to r i ng  i n  the i r  nes ts  a r ound  TR C .  

The untold story of Lupe:

I n  Janua r y  L i t t l e  Foo t ,  t he  ch i ck  t ha t  had  a  mass i ve  
f oo t  i n f ec t i on  was  t r ans l oca ted  f r om  Tap i r  nes t  t o  
Ce iba .  The  t r ans l oca t i on  p rocess  was  a  g rea t  success  
bu t  i t  was  a  b i t  d i f f e r en t  t o  ou r  o the r  t r ans l oca t i on  
cases ,  f o r  a  b ig  r ea son :  Ce iba  t r ee  was  abou t  t o  be  
washed  away  by  t he  r i v e r .  

Ce iba  macaw  pa ren t s  were  ex t r ao rd i na r y  ca reg i ve r s  
bu t  t hey  cou ld  do  no th i ng  t o  save  bo th  ch i cks  i f  t he  
t r ee  f e l l  i n t o  t he  r i v e r .  A f t e r  l o t s  o f  t h i nk i ng  and  no  
f e a s i b l e  p l ans ,  a  so lu t i on  came  t o  t he  t ab l e  when  t he  
ch i cks  o f  Gav i l an  nes t  were  p reda ted  a t  t he  end  o f  
Janua r y .  

Gav i l an  pa ren t s  kep t  check ing  t he i r  emp ty  nes t  one  
day  a f t e r  t he i r  ch i cks  were  gone .  Bo th  o f  t hem  were  
t he re ,  go ing  i n  and  ou t  ve r y  o f t en .  So  we  dec ided  t o  
p l ace  one  o f  t he  Ce iba  ch i cks  i n  t ha t  nes t  t o  see  i f  
t hey  wou ld  be  wi l l i ng  t o  adop t  i t …  and  t hey  d id !  Th i s  
ch i ck  was  named  “Lupe ”  and  was  accep ted  by  bo th  
nes t i ng  pa ren t s .  I t  f l edged  f r om  Gav i l an  on  March  19  
and  i t  was  t he  f i r s t  ch i ck  t o  eve r  f l edge  f r om  t h i s  nes t .  

 

Meet Lupe, our last translocated chick, who seems to be 
looking at the scales to check out how much he weighs. 
Photo credit Liz Villanueva Paipay.

Our 11th translocation
GABRIELA VIGO TRAUCO



Time to leave the nest...

HATCHED :  15  NOV  17  

FLEDGED :  8  FEB  2018  

NEST :  MANDY -LU  

HATCHED :  28  NOV  17  

FLEDGED :  18  FEB  2018  

NEST :  FRANZ  

HATCHED :  6  DEC  17  

FLEDGED :  7  MARCH  2018  

NEST :  FRANZ  

PERUCHO  
 HATCHED :  21  NOV  17  

FLEDGED :  16  FEB  2018  

NEST :  MANDY -LU  

HATCHED :  8  DEC  17  

FLEDGED :  27  FEB  2018  

NEST :  MOL INERO  

HATCHED :  11  DEC  17  

FLEDGED :  6  MARCH  2018  

NEST :  CE IBA  

HATCHED :  11  DEC  17  

FLEDGED :  2  MARCH  2018  

NEST :  HUGO  

HATCHED :  20  DEC  17  

FLEDGED :  23  MARCH  2018  

NEST :  GAV ILAN  

HATCHED :  16  DEC  17  

FLEDGED :  7  MARCH  2018  

NEST :  TAP IR  

AROHA  
 

WALKER  MAR IO  
 

LU IG I  
 

CERVEZA GAS  
 

L ITTLE  FOOT  
 

PANCHO  

Many  o f  t he  t r ans l oca ted  ch i cks  a re  a lmos t  as  b ig  as  a  f u l l y  g rown  adu l t  Sca r l e t  Macaw  now .  The  o ldes t  t h r ee ,  
Pe rucho ,  Aroha  and  Pancho  have  wingspans  o f  a lmos t  1m  and  t he i r  t a i l  f e a the r s  a re  a round  25cm .  The  eas i e s t  
way  t o  t e l l  a  ch i ck  t h i s  age  f r om  an  adu l t  i s  t he  co lo r a t i on  o f  i t s  i r i s .  Ch icks  have  da r k  eyes !  Once  t hey  f l edge  
f r om  t he  nes t  i t  wi l l  be  ha rde r  t o  t e l l  t hem  apa r t  because  eye  co lo r  wi l l  s l ow l y  t u rn  ye l l ow  as  t hey  become  
adu l t s .  F rom  f u r t he r  d i s t ances ,  we  usua l l y  de te rm ine  f l edg l i ngs  and  adu l t s  f r om  t he i r  f l i gh t  and  behav iou r .  



Meet our veterinarian:
Maria Belen Aguirre

she  i s  v i ewed  by  t he  t eam :  

'When  you  spend  mon ths  on  end  i n  t he  j ung l e  du r i ng  

t he  r a i ny  season .  hav ing  good  peop le  a round  you  

makes  a l l  t he  d i f f e r ence .  You  cou ldn ’ t  f i nd  a  be t t e r  

pe r son  t o  have  wi th  you  t han  Mabe  Agu i r r e .  She  has  

one  o f  t he  mos t  i n c r ed ib l y  pos i t i v e  a t t i t udes  and  

ene rg i e s  o f  anyone  I ’ve  eve r  had  t he  p leasu re  t o  

work  wi th .  When  t he  day  ca l l s  f o r  a  40 -minu te  h i ke  

ou t  t o  t he  f u r t hes t  nes t  be fo re  t he  sun  r i s e s ,  Mabe  i s  

t he  one  who  wi l l  ge t  up  and  go  wi th  you  wi thou t  

comp la i n t .  When  you  f i n a l l y  ge t  t he re  and  t he  

mothe r  macaw  won ’ t  l e t  you  ge t  t he  ch i cks  ou t  o f  t he  

nes t ,  Mabe  wi l l  sh rug  he r  shou lde r s  and  say  ‘oh  we l l ,  

we ’ l l  have  be t t e r  l u ck  t omo r row ’ .  

Mabe ’ s  l augh te r  was  t he  cen t r ep i ece  o f  a lmos t  eve r y  

mea l ,  and  I  don ’ t  t h i nk  you  cou ld  f i nd  a  s i ng l e  

pe r son  who  wasn ’ t  more  b roken -hea r t ed  t he  day  she  

l e f t  a t  t he  end  o f  t he  season .  

Be fo re  l e av i ng ,  t hough ,  Mabe  l ed  us  i n  t he  ca re  o f  

seve r a l  ch i cks  who  wou ld  o the rw i se  have  been  

abandoned  by  t he i r  pa ren t s .  She  spea rheaded  t he  

e f f o r t s  t o  he lp  t hose  ch i cks  g row  and  f l edge ,  and  he r  

ded i ca t i on  and  compass i on  were  i n sp i r i ng  t o  t he  

en t i r e  t eam .  I f  t he  Tambopa ta  Macaw  P ro j ec t  had  an  

a l l - s t a r  t eam ,  Mabe  wou ld  be  t he  cap ta i n . "  

Our  ve te r i na r i an  'Mabe '  has  been  work i ng  wi th  t he  

Tambopa ta  Macaw  P ro j ec t  f o r  6  yea r s  now ,  assess i ng  

and  ca r i ng  f o r  t he  ch i cks  as  we l l  as  t r a i n i ng  

vo lun tee r s  on  how  t o  hand le  t hem .  

She  has  a lways  l o ved  an ima l s  and  a l t hough  i n i t i a l l y  

wan ted  t o  be  an  oceanog raphe r ,  she  l a t e r  dec ided  t o  

become  a  ve te r i na r i an .  Th i s  happened  a t  age  n ine  

when  she  saw  many  an ima l s  su f f e r i ng  on  t he  s t r ee t s  

and  wan ted  t o  he lp  t hem  a l l .  Th i s  compass i ona te  

na tu re  i s  one  o f  t he  r ea sons  why  she  i s  such  a  

t a l en ted  ve te r i na r i an  t oday .  

Mabe  s tud i ed  t o  become  a  ve te r i na r i an  a t  t he  

Un i ve r s i dad  C ien t i f i c a  De l  Su r  i n  L ima ,  Pe ru .  A f t e r  

g radua t i ng ,  she  was  emp loyed  a t  a  zoo  whe re  she  

worked  on  a  r ange  o f  b i rd s ,  mamma l s  and  r ep t i l e s .  

Then ,  be fo re  com ing  t o  t he  Tambopa ta  Macaw  

P ro j ec t ,  she  worked  a t  an  an ima l  r e scue  cen t r e  i n  

Pue r to  Ma ldonado  t ha t  was  f ocused  on  r ehab i l i t a t i ng  

and  r e l ea s i ng  sp ide r  monkeys .  

' ' I  chose  he r  as  ou r  f i e l d  ve t  be fo re  mee t i ng  he r  

pe r sona l l y ' ,  says  Gaby  V igo ,  t he  p ro j ec t  coo rd i na to r .  

'A  c lo se  f r i end  who  i s  an  exce l l en t  exo t i c  an ima l  

t r a i ne r  had  worked  wi th  Mabe  and  s t r ong l y  

r ecommended  he r  f o r  t he  pos i t i on .  “She  i s  r ea l l y  

good  a t  obse r v i ng  an ima l s ” ,  my  f r i end  sa id ,  wh ich  i s  

a  p lus  f o r  a  f i e l d  ve t .  Then  she  added ,  “When  Mabe  

works  wi th  an ima l s ,  she  does  i t  wi th  pass i on ,  bu t  

when  she  needs  t o  dec ide  abou t  t he i r  we l f a r e ,  she  

does  i t  wi th  compass i on ” .  Fa i r  enough ,  I  t hough t .  S i x  

yea r s  l a t e r ,  Mabes '  op in i on  i s  c ruc i a l  i n  t he  dec i s i on -  

mak ing  p rocess  when  we  man ipu l a t e  macaws  and  

macaw  ch i cks  i n  t he  wi ld . '  

As  ou r  ma in  ve te r i na r i an ,  t he  days  and  n igh t s  a re  

ex t r eme l y  busy  f o r  Mabe .  When  t he  t r ans l oca ted  

ch i cks  a re  ve r y  young  t hey  need  t o  be  f ed  eve r y  2  

hou r s  wh ich  means  ge t t i ng  up  t h roughou t  t he  n igh t  

a t  12am ,  2am ,  4am  and  t hen  s t a r t i ng  he r  o f f i c i a l  day  

a t  6am .  I ’m  su re  t ha t  many  pa ren t s  ou t  t he re  wou ld  

sympa th i ze  wi th  he r .  

The  days  cons i s t  o f  a  mix tu r e  o f  go ing  ou t  i n  t he  

f i e l d  wi th  t he  vo lun tee r s  t o  se t  up  t he  r opes  f o r  t he  

c l imbe r s ,  measu r i ng  and  check ing  t he  cond i t i on  o f  

t he  ch i cks ,  supp lemen t  f eed ing  t hem  i f  necessa r y ,  

t a k i ng  b lood  and  f e a the r  samp les ,  check ing  f o r  

pa ra s i t e s ,  band ing  t hem ,  do ing  nec rops i e s  on  any  

dead  ch i cks ,  so r t i ng  samp les ,  assess i ng  b lood  

samp les ,  r eco rd i ng  da ta ,  wr i t i ng  r epo r t s  as  we l l  as  

be ing  t he  uno f f i c i a l  ‘peop le  doc to r ’  and  do ing  t he  

myr i ad  o f  o the r  t h i ngs  t ha t  she  does !  

Mabe  i s  h igh l y  r e spec ted  and  va l ued  f o r  he r  

know ledge  and  expe r i ence .  One  o f  l a s t  seasons  f i e l d  

l e ade r s ,  Dy l an  Whi t ake r ,  g i ves  us  an  i n s i gh t  i n t o  

how

Mabe,  the  Tambopata  Macaw  Projects  lead  veterinarian  holds

a  Sacrlet Macaw  chick  after  she  has  measured  it,  checked  its  

body  condition  and  also  removed  any  botflys  and  mites  from 

its  body.  Photo  credit Liz  Villanueva  Paipay.



A Spotted Surprise
MADELEINE BERG

f r om  beh ind  t he  t r ees ,  abou t  4  met re s  f r om  whe re  I  

s tood .  

A l t hough  he  appea r s  da r k  and  b lu r r ed  i n  t he  shaky  

pho to  I  t ook ,  I  r emembe r  how  g low ing  ye l l ow  he  was ,  

con t r a s t ed  wi th  h i s  da r k  ova l  spo t s  i n  t e s se l l a t i ng  

pa t t e rn s ,  how  h i s  musc l e s  r i pp l ed ,  h i s  eno rmous  head  

and  paws .  H i s  f a ce  was  t u rned  t owa rds  me ,  as  he  

padded  pas t ,  and  we  l o cked  eyes .  

I  wonde red  how  I  cou ld  make  myse l f  l ook  l e s s  

i n t e r e s t i ng ,  as  unappe t i s i ng  as  poss ib l e .  t hough  h i s  

gaze  seemed  d i s i n t e r e s t ed ,  haugh t y .  Then  he  was  

gone  a l r eady ,  s l i n k i ng  i n t o  t he  bushes .  He  moved  

comp le t e l y  s i l en t l y ,  and  t hough  he  was  j u s t  a  f ew  

met re s  f r om  me ,  I  have  no  i dea  whe re  wen t ,  and  I  

neve r  saw  h im  aga in .  

The  t ime r  beeped ,  and  i t  was  t ime  t o  check  t he  co lpa  

aga in .  A  s t r ange l y  mundane ,  human  sound  a f t e r  such  a  

wi ld  expe r i ence .  The re  f o l l owed  a  coup le  o f  s t r e s s fu l  

hou r s  o f  co lpa -wa tch ing .  Eve r y  l e a f  f a l l i ng  made  me  

j ump .  I t  wasn ' t  un t i l  I  saw  a  Capyba ra  qu ie t l y  

munch ing  t he  g ras s  by  t he  Co lpa  t ha t  I  ca lmed  down .  

Su re l y  t h i s  chunky  r oden t ,  t he  c lo ses t  t h i ng  t o  a  

mov ing  ho t -dog  i n  a  j agua r s  eyes ,  wou ld  be  t he  f i r s t  

cho i ce  o f  p rey  i n  t h i s  s i t ua t i on .  I  was  s t i l l  g l ad  t o  see  

t he  boa t  a t  t he  end  o f  t he  day  and  r e t u rn  t o  t he  l odge  

a l i ve  t o  t e l l  t he  t a l e .  

Coming  eye  t o  eye  wi th  t he  k ing  o f  t he  j ung l e ,  

Made le i ne  manages  t o  snap  a  qu i ck  p i c tu r e  as  t he  

huge  p reda to r  wa l k s  on l y  a  f ew  met r e s  away .  Pho to  

c red i t  Made le i ne  Be rg .  

The  j agua r  (Pan the r a  onca )  i s  t he  l a r ges t  ca t s  i n  t he  

Amer i ca s  and  numbe r s  have  dec l i ned  i n  much  o f  i t s  

r ange  ove r  t he  pas t  20  yea r s .  Pho to  c red i t  L i z  

V i l l anueva  Pa ipay .  

I t  was  a t  t ha t  f r u s t r a t i ng  t ime  o f  day  when  you  can  

hea r  hund reds  o f  macaws  goss ip i ng  i n  t he  t r ees ,  bu t  

none  have  ye t  dec ided  t o  make  t he  b rave  l e ap  t o  t he  

g round .  I  was  ha l fway  t h rough  a  s i x -hou r  sh i f t  a t  t he  

Co lpa  Co lo r ado ,  wa tch ing  f o r  b i rd s  ea t i ng  t he  c l ay .  

Th i s  was  my  e igh th  day  a t  t he  p ro j ec t  and  I  had  j u s t  

go t  t o  t he  po in t  whe re  I  was  f ee l i ng  p re t t y  

comfo r t ab l e  abou t  be ing  on  my  own  on  Co lpa  i s l and .  

My  t hough t s  and  b inocu l a r s  were  f ocused  on  t he  c l i f f  

ac ros s  t he  wa te r  f r om  me .  I  cou ld  hea r  a  b ig  g roup  

squabb l i ng  i n  t he  bushes ,  j u s t  ou t  o f  s i gh t ,  and ,  as  an  

excuse  t o  s t r e t ch  my  l egs ,  dec ided  t o  wande r  down  t o  

t he  t ou r i s t  v i ewpo in t  t o  see  t hem  be t t e r .  I  wa l ked  a  

f ew  met re s  a long  t he  t r a i l  when  I  saw  h im ,  a  f u r t he r  

30m  away  on  t he  same  pa th ,  wa tch ing  t he  b i rd s  f r om  

t he  t ou r i s t  v i ewpo in t .  

I  b l i nked  a  f ew  t imes  t o  check  I  wasn ' t  j u s t  see ing  

t h i ngs  i n  t he  dapp led  l i gh t  t h rough  t he  t r ees ,  bu t  he  

wasn ' t  an  i l l u s i on .  He  t u rned  t o  l ook  a t  me .  I  

r emembe r  t he  f ee l i ng  o f  ad rena l i ne  r u sh i ng  down  t o  

my  t oes ,  a long  my  f i nge r - t i p s ;  r eady  t o  r un .  Luck i l y  I  

knew  no t  t o !  Jagua r s  don ' t  gene ra l l y  a t t ack  peop le ,  

bu t  r unn ing  can  t r i gge r  t he i r  p reda to r y  i n s t i nc t s ,  so  

i t ' s  no t  a  good  i dea .  I n s t ead ,  I  wa l ked  qu i ck l y  back  t o  

t he  b l i nd ,  as  he  t u rned  he  began  t o  wa l k  back  t owa rds  

me .  I  d idn ' t  know  whe re  t o  go ,  wan t i ng  t o  h ide ,  bu t  

a l so  t o  see ,  so  I  ended  up  s t and ing  s tup id l y  ha l fway  

beh ind  t he  t a rp  o f  t he  b l i nd .  

The  mache te  was  cu r r en t l y  t i ed  t o  t he  t a rp  as  a  

we igh t ,  and  be ing  hones t  wi th  myse l f  I  wou ldn ' t  know  

how  t o  use  i t ,  o r  whe the r  I 'd  wan t  t o  t r y  t o  use  i t  on  a  

Jagua r . . .  ( t hey ' r e  much  more  endange red  t han  

humans ,  shou ld  I  l e t  h im  ea t  me? ) .  I  g rabbed  my  

came ra  i n s t ead  and  hoped  f o r  t he  bes t .  A f t e r  some  

ve r y  s l ow  seconds ,  t he  j agua r  appea red  on  t he  t r a i l  



A huge thank you 

Randa l l  Co l l i n s  
Ca r r i e  Whi t l ock  
C  A  Roge r s  
Myra  Ande r s  
Ca ro l e  Grommet  
Aud rey  Ho l l aa r  
S teve  Cou r t enay  
Leah  M  Henn ing  
Pa t r i c i a  K .  Ande r son  
Jam ie  Whi t t a ke r  
Robe r t  Mau r i  
She r y l  Rob inson  
Ba rba ra  Men icucc i  
Chr i s  B i ro  
Mary  E l l en  LePage  
T racey  K ids ton  
Susan  S teens t r a  
Debb ie  Good r i ch  
Mar tha  Rege lmann  
Shanna  H i l ge r  
C  Roge r s  

Sco t t  S teadman  
Robe r t  K rebs  
James  Graham  
Pam  Longoba rd i  
Ba rba ra  He iden re i ch  
Susan  G .  F r i edman  
Svenn ing  Be rns t røm  
Eve l yn  Re i s  
Miche l l e  Unde rh i l l  
Ca ro l yn  Tay lo r  
Ka thy  Mi l l e r  
Jan i s  B rown  
Juan  F .  Mase l l o  
K i r s t en  Yab lon  
Nancy  DeBe l l a s  
Tan j a  F roeh l i ch  
B re t t  A .  Houk  
K r i s t i an  K rakka  Duune  
Lynne  S inge rman  
L i sa  M  D ig io i a  Ross  
L inda  B r i ng l e  Pea r l  

Sue  Mon tgome ry  
S imon  Goodyea r  
N ico l e  Sha rpe  
F rank  Ve r s t appen  
Jan i ce  Ko le r -Matzn i ck  
A t t i l a  Poh lmann  
Dan ie l l e  Po i r i e r  
Ke l l y  F l ynn  
Lo r i  Goodse l l  
Mar t a  Cá l i x  
Amanda  Osca r s son  
Me lan i e  Ca tanch in  
E l a i ne  Mc I l r oy  
Denny  Luan  
Pa t r i c k  Cross  
Thea  Boodhoo  
Jason  P  Sche in  
Pu reum  K im  
N iky  
E r i c  Damon  Wal t e r s  
Wee  Ming  
A l l  t hose  annonymous  

Edua rdo Nycande r & B i rd Recove r y I n t e rna t i ona l

Lau re l  Pa t r i c k ,  B rooke  Durham ,  Tommy  &  Dev in  Cur t i s ,  Tom  Be l l a ,  Mary  Au l t ,  Jan i ce  Boyd  

We wanted to say

to

for making this possible 



 To our volunteers, our staff and our 
sponsors...

S t a f f :  
Dona ld  B r i gh t sm i t h  
Gaby  V igo  T rauco  
L i z  V i l l anueva  Pa ipay  
Mabe  Agu i r r e  
Ca r l o s  Huaman i  
Gus tavo  Mar t i nez  
Jo rge  León  
Shannan  Cou r t enay  

Guacamaye ros :  
Sebas t i an  Ar r i aga  
Ra fae l  Ba r r i o s  
Lau ren  Baz l ey  
Ben  Becke r  
Gab r i e l a  Be l l edone  

A huge thank you 
Made le i ne  Be rg  
C l i f t on  Ca r t e r  
Lo i c  De  Leeuw  
Lau ren  F i t t s  
Anna  Gorman  
Ne l son  Gou ld  
Sha rman  Hoppes  
Emma  Hodson  
Mor i t z  Jochum  
Sydney  Jones  
F lo r  Jua rez  
Rossema ry  K imb le  
Sand ra  K leme t  
N ico l a s  Ko lbe  
Jo rdan  Lange  

Cou r tney  Loesche l  
Mark  Moore  
Me lan i e  Nap ravn i k  
B ruce  N i xon  
Ben  Nura l  
Juan  Ped ro  Po r t a ro  
Zoe  Pocock  
Yasmeen  P rud 'homme  
Réka  Radvany i  
H i l a r y  Sheppe r s  
Ce l i a  S ie r r a  
I s i do r a  So to  
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