
MACAW TAILS

The non-breeding season

The  l ow  season  a t  t he  Tambopa ta  P ro j ec t  i s  a  t ime  

t o  f i x  equ ipmen t ,  r epa i r  and  bu i l d  new  nes t  boxes ,  

ma in t a i n  t he  b r i dges ,  h ides  and  t r a i l s ,  c l ean  t he  

r e sea r ch  cen t r e  and  en te r  da ta  f r om  t he  b reed ing  

season .  i t  i s  a l so  impo r t an t  t o  keep  t r ack  o f  t he  

macaw  ac t i v i t y  a t  t he  c l ay l i c k ,  a round  t he  nes t  

t r ees  and  i n  t he  j ung l e  t o  compa re  i t  t o  t he  

b reed ing  season .  

Lau ren  Baz l ey ,  ou r  F i e l d  Leade r  du r i ng  t he  l ow  

season  g i ves  us  an  upda te  on  how  t h i ngs  a re  go ing  

be low .  

'S ince  t he  l a s t  ch i cks  f l edged  i n  Ap r i l  t h i s  yea r  

t h i ngs  a re  a  l i t t l e  more  r e l a xed  a round  t he  

Resea rch  Cen t r e ,  bu t  we ' r e  s t i l l  keep ing  busy !  

We ' r e  a  much  sma l l e r  t eam  now  wi th  on l y  3 -5  

peop le  he re  a t  a  t ime  i n  compa r i son  t o  t he  g roup  

o f  up  t o  15  we  had  du r i ng  t he  b reed ing  season .  

I n  May ,  we  were  busy  c l imb ing  t o  check  and  

pho tog raph  a l l  t he  nes t s .  We  needed  t o  comp i l e  

wha t  ended  up  be ing  a  ve r y  l ong  l i s t  o f  t he  

ma in tenance  r equ i r ed  on  t he  nes t  boxes  t o  p repa re  

t hem  f o r  t he  2019  b reed ing  season .  When  Ca r l o s  

r e t u rn s  i n  Augus t  t o  do  t he  nes t  ma in tenance  he  
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wi l l  be  ve r y  busy ,  as  mos t  o f  t he  a r t i f i c i a l  nes t s  

need  some  so r t  o f  r epa i r  o r  upda te .  We  a re  a l so  

t a k i ng  t he  oppo r tun i t y  t o  r e -mark  t r a i l s  and  r ou te s  

f o r  ou r  ac t i v i t i e s  l i k e  census  and  r eco rd i ng  macaw ,  

pa r ro t  and  pa rakee t  f o r ag ing  ac t i v i t y .  

We  a re  r eco rd i ng  f ewe r  and  f ewe r  l a r ge  macaws  a t  

t he  c l ay l i c k .  They  a re  busy  wi th  t he i r  f l edge l i ngs  

and  pe rhaps  s t a r t i ng  t o  head  t o  o the r  pa r t s  o f  t he  

f o r e s t .  When  we  do  see  g roups  o f  l a r ge  macaws  

t hey ' r e  o f t en  i n  a  f am i l y  g roup ;  pa ren t s  wi th  a  

ch i ck  o r  two  who  hang  ou t  i n  t he  t r ees  and  beg  t he  

en t i r e  t ime .  

The  two  ch i cks  f r om  Pukaku ro  t h i s  yea r  a re  a l so  

seen  and  hea rd  r egu l a r l y .  I t ' s  so  n i ce  t o  see  l i t t l e  

Pukaku ro  I  &  I I  do ing  so  we l l  ou t  i n  t he  b ig  wide  

j ung l e ,  a l t hough  i t  l ooks  l i k e  t hey  s t i l l  have  a  l o t  t o  

l e a rn .  As  mom  and  dad  a re  r e l a x i ng  and  p reen ing  

each  o the r  t he  ch i cks  a re  usua l l y  nea rby ,  sw ing ing  

i n  t he  b ranches  and  chew ing  on  l e aves  and  tw igs ,  

s t i l l  unsu re  o f  wha t  t hey  shou ld  ac tua l l y  be  ea t i ng ! '  

Lau ren  and  t he  t eam  wi l l  be  a t  t he  Resea rch  Cen t r e  

un t i l  Novembe r  t h i s  yea r  when  she  wi l l  be  o f f  home  

t o  t a ke  a  we l l -dese r ved  b reak .  

LAUREN BAZLEY
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Tab l e  1 :  S howi ng  a  b r eakdown o f  the  b r eed i ng  season  as  o f  A pr i l  30 th  2018  and  how m any  ch i cks  we  
m on i to r ed  i n  the  nes ts  a r ound  TR C .  

More than just a beak
The  Sca r l e t  Macaw  consumes  a t  l e a s t  38  spec i e s  o f  
nu t s  and  seeds  i n  t he  j ung l e s  o f  Pe ru .  A l t hough  t hey  
l a ck  t he  t a s t ebuds  o f  mamma l s ,  t hey  can  t a s t e  swee t ,  
sou r  and  b l and .  They  a re  a l so  ab l e  t o  f ee l  t e x tu r e ,  
wh ich  i n  add i t i on  t o  co lou r ,  p l ay s  a  s i gn i f i c an t  r o l e  i n  
r ecogn i t i on  and  f ood  se l ec t i on .  

Macaw  pa ren t s  wi l l  expose  t he i r  ch i cks  t o  a  va r i e t y  
o f  shapes ,  t e x tu r e s ,  co lou r s  and  t a s t e s  du r i ng  t he  
wean ing  p rocess  t o  ensu re  t he  ch i ck  i s  f am i l i a r i z ed  
wi th  nu t r i t i ous  f ood  i n  t he  j ung l e .  

The  macaw  mand ib l e  i s  h inged  a t  t he  t op  and  
bo t tom ,  a l l ow ing  t hem  t o  use  i t  t o  g rasp  and  exp lo r e  
new  i t ems  as  we l l  as  c rack i ng  open  seeds  and  nu t s .  
The  uppe r  mand ib l e  works  as  a  hand  t o  hook  f ood ,  
whe reas  t he  t i p  I s  used  t o  d ig  ou t  f r u i t  o r  nu t s .  

They  have  a  l edge  on  t he  i nne r  uppe r  mand ib l e  
wh ich  ac t s  as  a  cu rb ,  s topp ing  t he  f ood  f r om  r o l l i ng  
f o rwa rd  wh i l e  t he  l owe r  mand ib l e  p ie r ces  t he  she l l  
wh ich  i s  d i sca rded .  The  Macaw  keeps  t he  edge  o f  
t he  l owe r  mand ib l e  sha rp  by  r ubb ing  i t  aga in s t  
b ranches  and  nu t  she l l s .  You  can  o f t en  see  t hem  
do ing  t h i s  i n  t he  r a i n fo r e s t .  

One of the chicks peeks its beak out of the bucket, 
giving a good view of the upper mandible. Photo credit 
Liz Villanueva Paipay.



Meet our off-season Field Leader: 
Lauren Bazley
Dur i ng  t he  l ow  season  t h i s  yea r ,  t he  p ro j ec t  has  

been  l e f t  i n  t he  ve r y  capab l e  hands  o f  Lau ren  

Baz l ey .  A l t hough  t he  macaws  a ren ' t  b reed ing ,  

t he re  i s  a  l o t  t o  do  t o  p repa re  f o r  t he  nex t  season  

wh ich  i s  keep ing  he r  and  t he  vo lun tee r s  ve r y  

busy .  Be low  Lau ren  t e l l s  us  a  l i t t l e  abou t  he r se l f  

and  how  she  came  t o  be  ou r  f i e l d  l e ade r .  

I  s tud i ed  a t  T ren t  Un i ve r s i t y  i n  Pe te rbo rough ,  

Canada  and  g radua ted  wi th  a  deg ree  i n  B io l ogy  

wi th  a  f ocus  i n  Conse r va t i on  B io l ogy .  I  spen t  my  

f i r s t  summer  a f t e r  g radua t i on  work i ng  as  a  F i e l d  

Techn i c i an  f o r  a  r e sea r ch  l ab  a t  my  A lma  Mate r ,  

ma in l y  on  a  p ro j ec t  su r vey i ng  f o r  amph ib i ans  

ac ros s  Sou the rn  Onta r i o .  

When  t ha t  j ob  f i n i shed  a t  t he  end  o f  t he  f a l l  I  

began  l ook i ng  f o r  pos i t i ons  i n  t he  t r op i c s  t o  

escape  t he  b i t t e r  Canad i an  win te r .  Tha t ' s  how  I  

f i r s t  became  a  vo lun tee r  f o r  t he  Macaw  P ro j ec t !  I  

was  he re  f o r  2  mon ths  du r i ng  t he  midd le  o f  t he  

2017  b reed ing  season  and  I  comp le t e l y  f e l l  i n  l o ve  

wi th  t he  TRC ,  t he  ch i cks  and  t he  hands -on ,  

cha l l eng ing  and  ex t r eme l y  r ewa rd i ng  work  t ha t  

happens  he re .  

Lau ren  Baz l ey  has  a lways  l o ved  an ima l s  and  has  a  

r ange  o f  expe r i ence  work i ng  wi th  t hem .

When  my  t ime  a t  t he  Macaw  P ro j ec t  wrapped  up  I  

headed  t o  ano the r  t r op i ca l  p ro j ec t ,  t h i s  t ime  on  t he  

Ca r i bbean  i s l and  o f  Pue r to  R ico .  I  spen t  t he  summer  

t he re  t r e kk i ng  up  t he  moun ta i n  i n  t he  Na t i ona l  

Fo res t  do ing  more  he rp t i l e  su r veys  by  n igh t  and  

c ra sh ing  i n  a  hammock  i n  t he  c loud  f o r e s t  by  day .  As  

beau t i f u l  as  i t  was  i n  Pue r to  R ico ,  I  missed  TRC ,  t he  

b iod i ve r s i t y  o f  t he  j ung l e  t he re  and  o f  cou r se  t he  

macaws !  So ,  I  made  p l ans  t o  r e t u rn  aga in  f o r  t he  

2018  b reed ing  season  -  t h i s  t ime  f o r  tw i ce  as  l ong !  

Be ing  back  t h i s  pas t  season  and  wa tch ing  t he  

deve lopmen t  o f  t he  ch i cks  f r om  eggs  t o  t i n y  p lucked  

ch i ckens  t o  p rope r  l i t t l e  macaws  was  such  a  

r ewa rd i ng  expe r i ence .  Watch ing  as  one  by  one  t he  

ch i cks  we 'd  spen t  mon ths  check ing  up  on  began  t o  

ven tu re  ou t  o f  t he  nes t s  and  i n t o  t he  j ung l e .  

Now ,  a f t e r  a  vaca t i on  i n  Canada  t o  v i s i t  f am i l y  and  

f r i ends ,  I 'm  back  a t  TRC  f o r  6  mon ths  as  F i e l d  

Leade r ,  ho ld i ng  down  t he  f o r t  a t  t he  Macaw  P ro j ec t  

un t i l  t he  nex t  b reed ing  season  s t a r t s  a l l  ove r  aga in .  

As  f a r  as  t he  f u t u r e  goes ,  s i nce  I  can ' t  seem  t o  s t ay  

away  f r om  t he  j ung l e ,  I  p l an  t o  con t i nue  work i ng  i n  

t he  f i e l d  o f  t r op i ca l  eco logy  and  conse r va t i on  and  a t  

some  po in t ,  I  wan t  t o  f i t  my  Mas te r ' s  deg ree  i n  as  

we l l .  

Lau ren  measu res  t he  cu lmen  o f  one  o f  t he  Sca r l e t  

Macaw  ch i cks  l a s t  season .  Pho to  c red i t :  Lau ren  

Baz l ey .  
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o r  t he  numbe r  o f  Sca r l e t  macaws  t he  nes t  had  

p ro tec ted  ove r  many  seasons .  I t  was  t he  ene rgy  

t ha t  t r ee  gave  o f f  t ha t  was  spec i a l  i n  i t s  own  r i gh t ,  

and  a  l i t t l e  b i t  i ne xp l i c ab l e .  

Howeve r ,  i t  i s  t he  cyc l e  o f  t he  j ung l e .  A  Ce iba  t r ee  

usua l l y  on l y  s t ands  f o r  a  coup le  o f  hund red  yea r s ,  

p rov id i ng  a  home  and  f ood  f o r  many  p l an t  and  

an ima l  spec i e s  be fo re  c ra sh ing  down  t o  r e t u rn  t o  

t he  j ung l e .  I n  t he  Amazon ,  t he  t r ees  t ha t  f a l l  i n  t he  

r i v e r  p rov ide  f ood  f o r  dozens  o f  spec i e s  o f  Amazon  

ca t f i sh  t ha t  need  wood  i n  t he i r  d ie t  t o  he lp  

d iges t i on .  i t  a l so  p rov ides  f ung i ,  bac te r i a ,  i n sec t s  

and  nu t r i en t s  f o r  t he  so i l s ,  a l l ow ing  o the r  seed l i ngs  

t o  g row  and  comp le t e  t he  cyc l e .  

I t  i s  ve r y  sad  t o  l o se  a  g i an t  o f  t he  f o r e s t ,  bu t  ou r  

f r i end  Ce iba  was  a  key  membe r  o f  t he  t eam .  She  

he lped  8  ch i cks  f l edge ,  housed  one  o f  ou r  macaws  

wi th  a  sa t e l l i t e  co l l a r  and  hos ted  two  o f  ou r  

t r ans l oca t i on  expe r imen t s .  A  g rea t  t r ee ,  wh ich  wi l l  

be  r emembe red  f ond l y  by  a l l  who  had  t he  p leasu re  

t o  see  i t .  

Many  o f  t he  t r ee s  i n  t he  Amazon  j ung l e  g row  t o  

g rea t  he igh t s ,  mak ing  us  a l l  seem  t i n y  i n  

compa r i son .  Th i s  pho to  o f  Ce iba  was  t a ken  a  week  

be fo re  i t  f e l l  i n t o  t he  r i v e r .  Pho to  c red i t :  L i z  

V i l l anueva  Pa ipay .  

Huay ranga  was  a  Hymenaea  cou rba r i l  spec i e s  t ha t  

had  f l edge  many  Sca r l e t  Macaw  ch i cks  i n  i t s  ea r l y  

yea r s .  I t  was  on  t he  l i s t  o f  “cha l l eng ing  t r ee  c l imbs ”  

because  t he  b ranch  whe re  t he  c l imb ing  r ope  

passed  “ j umped ”  wi th  eve r y  movemen t  o f  t he  

c l imbe r .  Th i s  r e su l t ed  i n  an  uncomfo r t ab l e  c l imb  

and  qu i t e  a  sca r y  one !  

Once  on  t he  t op ,  t he  v i ew  o f  t he  pa lm  swap  was  

spec t acu l a r .  Maybe  t ha t  was  t he  r ea son  t he  macaws  

l i k ed  nes t i ng  t he re .  Even  one  o f  ou r  f ema le  “ch i cos ”  

nes ted  t he re  f o r  a  coup le  o f  seasons .  Huay ranga  

was  a lways  a  d i f f i cu l t  t r ee  i n  many  aspec t s .  Wi th  a  

dose l  f u l l  o f  b rome l i ads ,  t he  c l imb ing  l i ne  o f t en  

r o t t ed  and  b roke  wh ich  mean t  we  needed  t o  p l ace  

a  new  one  seve r a l  t imes  pe r  b reed ing  season .  

I n  t he  l a s t  f ew  seasons ,  t he  t r ee  had  a  'huay r anga '  

wasp  nes t  i n s i de  i t  so  t he  nes t  wasn ' t  used  by  t he  

macaws  anymo re .  The  t r ee  f e l l  ove r  a f t e r  a  s to rm  i n  

Feb rua r y  2018 ,  t he  huge  t r unk  a lmos t  c ra sh ing  

down  on to  two  o f  ou r  b r i dges .  A l t hough  mass i ve ,  

t he  t r ees  i n  t he  t r op i ca l  r a i n fo r e s t  have  ve r y  

sha l l ow  r oo t  sy s t ems  because  mos t  o f  t he  nu t r i en t s  

s i t  i n  t he  t opmos t  l a ye r s  o f  so i l .  Dur i ng  s t r ong  

winds  and  heavy  r a i n f a l l  many  t r ees  f a l l  ove r  

because  o f  t hese  sha l l ow  r oo t s ;  espec i a l l y  i f  r oo t s  

a re  no t  hea l t hy ,  wh ich  migh t  have  been  t he  case  i n  

Huay ranga .  

 

Ce iba  nes t  t r ee  was  a  Ce iba  pen tand ra  spec i e s ,  

known  as  t he  mothe r  o f  t he  j ung l e .  I n  1999 ,  when  

Don  B r i gh t sm i t h  f i r s t  a r r i v ed  a t  TRC ,  i t  was  l o ca ted  

ove r  1 .2  km  f r om  t he  r i v e r .  By  2004 ,  t he  r i v e r  had  

sh i f t  d i r ec t i on  and  i t  was  e rod ing  t he  r i v e r s i de  

whe re  Ce iba  was  l o ca ted .  A t  t ha t  t ime ,  Ce iba  was  a  

b i t  unde r  1km  away  f r om  t he  r i v e r .  By  2012 ,  i t  was  

c lo se  t o  500  m  and  l a s t  yea r ,  2017 ,  t he  r i v e r  was  as  

c lo se  as  20m  away .  

On  t he  17 th  o f  March  t h i s  season ,  t he  wa te r  

r eached  t he  bu t t r e s ses  o f  Ce iba  and  t he  huge  g i an t  

f i n a l l y  succumbed  t o  t he  g rea t  s t r eng th  o f  t he  

f l ooded  Tambopa ta  R i ve r ,  i t s  mass i ve  t r unk  and  

b ranches  b roke  and  swep t  downs t r eam .  I t  was  an  

emo t i ona l  scene  f o r  us ,  as  t h i s  t r ee  had  a  spec i a l  

p l ace  i n  many  o f  t he  vo lun tee r s ’  hea r t s .  No t  j u s t  

because  o f  t he  beau t i f u l  v i ew  o f  t he  r i v e r ,  o r  

because  o f  t he  huge ,  f l a t  b ranch  you  cou ld  l i e  on  

and  con temp la t e  how  l u cky  you  were  t o  be  t he re ,  

Ceiba....

Huayranga....

I n  Feb rua r y  and  March  t h i s  season ,  two  o f  ou r  

macaw  nes t  t r ees  f e l l  down ,  Huay ranga  and  Ce iba .  



Rotten Fruits and Rotten Bridges 

marke t .  Howeve r ,  t hese  r u l e s  on l y  became  r u l e s  

because  t he  s t ea l i ng ,  k i l l i ng ,  and  monopo l i s i ng  e tc  

happened  o f t en  enough  i n  t he  f i r s t  p l ace  so  as  t o  

make  a  r u l e  aga in s t  do ing  t hem .  

Many  exp lo r e r s  o f  t he  r a i n fo r e s t  wi l l  no t i ce  as  t hey  

wa l k  t h rough  pa lm  swamp  vege ta t i on ,  t ha t  on  t he  

f o r e s t  f l oo r  t he re  a re  many  so f t ,  o range  f r u i t s  a t  t he  

base  o f  t he  t r unks .  Usua l l y ,  t hey ’ve  been  on  t he  

g round  f o r  a  wh i l e  and  t hus  have  s t a r t ed  t o  

decompose ,  em i t t i ng  t h i s  swee t  sme l l  as  t he  f r u i t  

f e rmen t s .  Common  sense  wi l l  t e l l  t he  ave rage  

educa ted  t r a ve l l e r  t ha t  a l t hough  i t  sme l l s  n i ce ,  i t  

wou ld  no t  be  a  good  i dea  t o  ea t  t hem .  They  have  

c l ea r l y  been  on  t he  g round  f o r  a  wh i l e  and ,  even  i f  

t hey  were  f r e sh  t he re  a re  s t i l l  many  f o rms  o f  bac te r i a  

i n  t he  r a i n fo r e s t .  These  g round  f r u i t s  have  no t  on l y  

been  cove red  i n  d i r t  bu t  doub t l e s s l y  have  a l so  

p rov ided  t he  i dea l  b reed ing  g round  f o r  a l l  k i nds  o f  

decompos ing  mic robes .  

Evo lu t i on  has  g i ven  humans  wi th  an  i n va l uab l e  t oo l  

o f  common  sense .  S ince  evo lu t i on  works  t o  t a ke  

away  more  o f t en  t han  i t  p rov ides ,  i t  g i ves  mos t  o f  us  

t he  common  sense  by  r emov ing  t hose  who  don ’ t  

have  i t .  I  came  ve r y  c lo se  t o  be ing  pa r t  o f  t h i s  

evo lu t i on  myse l f  when  I  dec ided  t o  ea t  one  o f  t hese  

f r u i t s  o f f  t he  g round .  

I n  my  s t r ong  de fence ,  i t  wasn ' t  exac t l y  ea t i ng ,  more  

so  a  l i t t l e  qu i ck  t a s t e - t e s t ,  l i k e  how  one  samp les  a  

p iece  o f  aged  cheese .  A  qu i ck  n ibb l e ,  a  sma l l  

samp le ,  a  t a s t e . . . t hen  I  spa t  i t  ou t  f a s t e r  t han  one  

can  say  “ t ha t  wasn ’ t  a  good  i dea ” .  My  buddy  Roshan  

l ooked  a t  me  somewha t  bemused ,  bu t  mos t l y  wi th  a  

f a ce  t ha t  sa id  “ I  can ’ t  be l i e ve  t h i s  muppe t  j u s t  d id  

t ha t ” .  Wi th  an  a i r  o f  p r i de  t ha t  one  pu t s  on  when  t hey  

do  some th i ng  t ha t  o the r  peop le  da re  no t ,  I  spa t  ou t  

t he  f r u i t ,  c l a im img  t he  f l a vou r  t o  be  soapy  and  

s l i gh t l y  swee t .  And  t ha t  was  t ha t ,  no th i ng  more .  We  

qu i ck l y  pu t  t he  expe r i ences  beh ind  us  and  

con t i nued  on  ou r  way  home .  

Eve r y th i ng  was  f i ne  and  I  f e l t  no rma l .  Tha t  i s ,  un t i l  

abou t  3  hou r s  l a t e r  a t  d inne r  when  I  s t a r t ed  t o  

expe r i ence  some  queas i ness  when  I  a te .  I  men t i oned  

t h i s  t o  Roshan  and  wi th  a  know ing  sm i l e ,  he  t o l d  me  
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t ha t  t he re  was  no  doub t  i t  was  because  o f  t he  f r u i t  I  

a te .  A t  t h i s  po in t ,  I  was  s t a r t i ng  t o  f ee l  a  l i t t l e  b i t  

conce rned .  An  hou r  l a t e r  t h i s  f ee l i ng  was  l eg i t im i zed  

when  I  had  t o  r un  t o  t he  ba th room  t o  t h row  up .  

Wel l ,  I  t hough t  t ha t  was  i t ;  bad  s tu f f  ou t ,  no th i ng  l e f t  

i n s i de  t o  wor r y  abou t .  So ,  I  wen t  back  t o  bed .  Two  

hou r s  l a t e r ,  I  woke  t o  t h row  up  aga in ,  on l y  I  d idn ’ t  

make  i t  t o  t he  ba th room ,  i n s t ead ,  I  r e t ched  ove r  t he  

conven i en t l y  p l aced  ba l cony  and  on  t o  t he  d i r t  

be low .  Bu t  I  was  s t i l l  conv inced  t ha t  I  wou ld  be  f i ne  

and  wen t  back  t o  bed . . . on l y  t o  wake  aga in  t o  r epea t  

t he  p rocess  a l l  ove r  aga in .  

The  l im i t  o f  s tup id i t y  r eached  i t s  edge  a t  abou t  1am  

when  I  dec ided  t o  wake  up  ou r  ve te r i na r i an  and  

uno f f i c i a l  peop le -doc to r ,  Mabe .  Wi thou t  hes i t a t i on ,  

she  was  up  and  ga the r i ng  med ica l  supp l i e s ,  

i n spec t i ng  me  and  ask i ng  ques t i ons  abou t  wha t  

happened .  

An  o ld  g row th  Agua j e  pa lm  swamp  i n  Tambopa t a  

whe re  you  can  f i nd  t housands  o f  t he i r  f r u i t s  on  t he  

g round .  B lue -and -Ye l l ow  Macaws  a re  f ound  nes t i ng  

i n  t he  t r ee  ho l l ows  o f  t hese  dead  pa lms .  Pho to  c red i t  

Ra in fo r e s t  Exped i t i ons .  

 

.  

 

Of  cou r se  because  t he re  was  a  wi tness  t o  my  t a s t e  

t e s t i ng  I  cou ldn ’ t  s t r e t ch  t he  t r u th  abou t  wha t  

happened ,  so  I  t o l d  he r  eve r y th i ng .  Yes ,  I  a te  a  f r u i t  

o f f  t he  g round  o f  t he  r a i n fo r e s t  f l oo r .  Yes ,  I  was  

t h row ing  up  a l l  n igh t .  Yes ,  I  am  an  abso lu t e  moron  

and  maybe  i n  t he  midd le  o f  t he  wi lde rness ,  t h i s  c rue l  

f o rm  o f  na tu r a l  se l ec t i on  i s  exac t l y  wha t  I  dese r ve  as  

an  o rgan i sm  i n  t he  r a i n fo r e s t .  To  he r  amaz ing  c red i t ,  

howeve r ,  t he re  was  no  j udgmen t ,  on l y  conce rn .  She  

made  su re  I  was  ge t t i ng  enough  hyd ra t i on  and  r e s t  

t h roughou t  t he  n igh t .  And  i t  wasn ' t  j u s t  he r .  Our  o the r  

ve te r i na r i an  Suzanne  was  up  and  he lp i ng  me  as  we l l .  

Thanks  t o  t he i r  he lp ,  I  made  i t  t h rough  t he  r e s t  o f  t he  

n igh t  wi th  no  more  t r i p s  t o  t he  ba th room .  

One  o f  t he  c rown ing  

ach i evemen t s  and  de f i n i ng  

cha rac te r i s t i c s  o f  a l l  

c i v i l i z a t i ons  i s  a  sy s t em  o f  

l aws .  Ru le s ,  des igned  i n  pa r t  

t o  keep  peop le  sa f e  and  t o  

f r ee  t o  conduc t  t he i r  bus iness  

wi thou t  f e a r  o f  dange r .  Many  

o f  t hese  r u l e s  seem  

commonsense :  Do  no t  k i l l ,  

do  no t  s t ea l ,  do  no t  f o rm  t r u s t  

monopo l i e s  t o  con t ro l  an  

essen t i a l commod i t y i n the   

 

 



continued from page 7...
Howeve r ,  t he  nex t  day  I  was  ve r y  worse  f o r  wea r  and  

made  t he  dec i s i on  t o  make  t he  t r i p  down r i ve r  t o  a  

c l i n i c  i n  Pue r to  Ma ldonado .  Thank fu l l y ,  t he  t r i p  was  

easy  and  t he  doc to r  ve r y  he lp fu l .  I t  t u rned  ou t  I  had  a  

mino r  f ungus  i n f ec t i on  f r om  t a k i ng  a  sma l l  b i t e  o f  

t ha t  agua j e  f r u i t  o f f  t he  f o r e s t  f l oo r .  Wi th i n  f ou r  days  

I  was  back  on  t he  boa t  head ing  back  t o  t he  j ung l e .  

Wha t  an  adven tu re !  Lesson  l e a rned ,  and  because  o f  

my  nob le  sac r i f i c e ,  a  r u l e  f o r  no t  ea t i ng  t h i ngs  o f f  t he  

f o r e s t  f l oo r  was  c rea ted .  You ’ r e  we lcome  f u t u r e  

vo lun tee r s .  Because  o f  me ,  you  a re  sa f e .  

r a i l i ng  o f  t he  b rd ige ,  con ten t  t ha t  i  had  f ound  t hem .  

Back  and  back ,  I  r e s t ed  more  o f  my  we igh t  on  t he  

edge  un t i l . . . s nap . . . t he  r a i l i ng  b roke .  Then  I  was  

f a l l i ng  backwa rds  wi th  no th i ng  t o  ca tch  my  f a l l .  I t  

f e l t  l i k e  i t  was  happen ing  i n  s l ow  mot i on .  I  was  i n  

such  shock  t ha t  I  cou ldn ’ t  do  any th i ng  excep t  t r y  t o  

p repa re  f o r  t he  sensa t i on  o f  h i t t i ng  t he  wa te r .  Wi th  a  

huge  sp l a sh ,  I  was  i n  t he  r i v e r .  My  head  wen t  unde r  

and  I  cou ldn ’ t  s t and .  Luck i l y  t he  wa te r  was  p lodd ing  

a long  and  I  was  ab l e  t o  g rab  my  now  r u i ned  

b inocu l a r s  and  sw im  t o  t he  bank .  Even  l u ck i e r ,  t he re  

were  no  ca iman  i n  s i gh t .  Soak ing  wet  and  wi th  boo t s  

f u l l  o f  wa te r ,  I  began  t o  wa l k  back  t o  t he  obse r va t i on  

a rea ,  as  mise r ab l e  as  a  soaked  k i t t en .  

Emma  saw  me ,  she  was  s t i l l  i n  t he  cha i r ,  no t  mov ing  

a  musc l e  and  wi th  a  l ook  o f  ba f f l emen t  on  he r  f a ce .  

Sudden l y  she  bu r s t  i n t o  l augh te r .  Then  I  bu r s t  i n t o  

l augh te r ,  and  we  were  j o k i ng  and  l augh ing  ou r  

heads  o f f  as  I  s tumb led  ove r  t o  my  cha i r  and  began  

t o  r emove  my  wa te r - f i l l ed  boo t s .  She  sa id  she  had  

hea rd  a  huge  sp l a sh ,  bu t  f o r  some  r ea son ,  she  d idn ’ t  

f ee l  t he  need  t o  go  and  check  wha t  had  happened .  

Tha t ’ s  unde r s t andab l e  t hough ,  I  know  t ha t  a f t e r  5  

hou r s  o f  nes t  obse r va t i ons  t he  human  mind  t u rn s  

i n t o  some th i ng  r e semb l i ng  a  t o s sed  sa l ad .  Howeve r ,  

i f  you ’ r e  r ead ing  t h i s  Emma ,  l o ve  ya ,  bu t  maybe  i f  

t he re  i s  a  nex t  t ime  we  can  work  on  some  l i f egua rd  

sk i l l s .  

Wel l ,  t ha t ’ s  my  s to r y  o f  how  one  i d i o t  changed  t he  

r u l e s  f o r  t he  g rea te r  good .  Because  o f  me ,  f u t u r e  

vo lun tee r s  wi l l  know  no t  t o  j u s t  s imp l y  ea t  o f f  t he  

j ung l e  f l oo r  l i k e  an  ape ,  bu t  r a t he r  t o  l e a rn  p rope r  

manne r s  and  wa i t  f o r  t he  f r e sh  f r u i t  back  a t  TRC .  

B r i dges  wi l l  be  sa f e r ,  and  o the r s  wi l l  know  t o  t a ke  

ca re  when  t r a ve r s i ng  s l ow -mov ing  r i v e r s .  Wi th  a l l  

t h i s  sa id ,  howeve r ,  I ’m  p roud  o f  my  work  f o r  t he  

Macaw  P ro j ec t ,  and  even  t hough  I  have  a  sma l l  

l egacy  o f ,  i n  t he  words  o f  vo lun tee r  Roshan  Ta i l o r ,  

“be ing  a  b loody  muppe t ” ,  I ’m  g l ad  t ha t  I  was  ab l e  t o  

l e ave  a  pa r t  o f  myse l f  f o r  a  p rog ram  work i ng  t o  save  

t he  b i rd s  and  t he  r a i n fo r e s t  t ha t  I  l o ve .  

Bu t ,  t ha t ' s  no t  t he  end  o f  my  s to r y .  Abou t  two  weeks  

l a t e r  I  was  pu t  i n  cha rge  o f  nes t  obse r va t i on  a t  

Gav i l an  wi th  my  f r i end  Emma .  Now ,  t he  impo r t an t  

pa r t  o f  nes t  obse r va t i on  i s  t o  be  as  obse r van t  as  

human l y  poss ib l e ,  maybe  even  a  b i t  more .  So  we  

have  t o  keep  t r ack  o f  l l  t he  Sca r l e t  macaw  pa ren t s  

movemen t s . Ve te r ans  o f  t he  t r a i l s  a t  TRC  wi l l  know  

t ha t  r i gh t  nea r  Gav i l an  i s  an  o ld  wooden  b r i dge  

spann ing  a  l i t t l e  r i v e r  t ha t  f l oods  wheneve r  t he re  i s  

h igh  r a i n f a l l .  The  wa te r - l e ve l  r i s e s  qu i t e  

d rama t i ca l l y ;  some t imes  by  2  mete r s  ove rn igh t ,  

occas i ona l l y  even  ove r  t he  b r i dge  i t s e l f .  

I n  t h i s  case ,  i t  had  r a i ned  t he  n igh t  be fo re  and  t he  

r i v e r  was  ve r y  swo l l en .  We  were  nea r i ng  t he  end  

o f  ou r  wa tch  and  were  bo th  t i r ed  and  worn  ou t  a f t e r  

5  hou r s  o f  nes t  obs .  A t  t h i s  po in t ,  two  macaws  

l anded  on  t he  f a r  s i de  o f  t he  nes t  t r ee .  We  cou ldn ' t  

see  t hem  f r om  whe re  we  were  s i t t i ng  so  I  wen t  t o  t he  

o the r  s i de  o f  t he  b r i dge  t o  ge t  a  be t t e r  v i ew .  The  

wa te r  was  b rown ,  swo l l en  and  s l ow  mov ing .  K ind  o f  

peace fu l  i n  a  way .  I  f e l t  r e l a xed  and  l ook i ng  up  

wi th  my  b inocu l a r s  I  pee red  i n t o  t he  l e aves  o f  

Gav i l an .  Up  and  up  and  su re  enough ,  yes ,  t he  two  

pa ren t s  were  t he re .  I  s t a r t ed  t o  l e an  back  on  t o  t he  

The re  a re  a  p le tho r a  o f  d i f f e r en t  spec i e s  o f  f ungus  i n  

t he  Amazon  r a i n f o r e s t ,  howeve r  t he r e  i s  ve r y  l i t t l e  

l i t e r a t u r e  on  t hem .  Pho to  c red i t  Shannan  Cou r t enay .  

The  b r i dge  t ha t  Ben  f e l l  o f f ,  wi th  i t s  b roken  r a i l i ng .  

Pho to  c red i t  Shannan  Cou r t enay .  



Thank you, 
from the whole team at TRC
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