Veterinary Medical Teaching Hospital

Student Employment Position Description

Employee Details:

Name:           
Position title: Student Technician 
Service Area: Small Animal Operating Room

Supervisor: Shelby Douthit, LVT
General Summary:

The small animal surgery student technician is responsible for surgical suite preparation, surgical preparation of patient, patient safety, surgical case circulation, charge entry, infectious case management, surgical suite cleaning, instrument decontamination and processing, assigned service duties, supply requisition, inventory maintenance, equipment care and troubleshooting, and emergency call.  As well as, assigned or volunteer shift coverage in the Small Animal Laundry Service.
Qualifications and Experience:

Required

Must currently be enrolled and in good academic standing at Texas A&M University in a science related field of study such as Biomedical Science, Animal Science, Wildlife and Fisheries Sciences. Ability to multitask. No inhibiting allergies to animals or dust.
Preferred (In addition to above requirement of enrollment)

Education and/or experience pertaining to veterinary technology, and/or surgical technology.

Special knowledge, abilities and skills:
Required

Must be available to work year round work days, after hours, weekends.
Must be available to participate in assigned holiday coverage emergency call when not in class.
Considered essential personnel during university closure, class cancellation, poor weather conditions.
When on call, must be available to report to work within 30 minutes of being called in.

Ability to multitask.

No inhibiting allergies to animals or dust.

Basic computer skills in Excel, Word and e-mail communications.
Ability to multi-task and work cooperatively with others.  
Must be able to lift 50 lbs or more from floor to table.
Preferred 

Knowledge and training: identification of surgical instruments, instrument processing, surgical instrument sterilization, aseptic technique, circulating surgical cases, monitoring of anesthetized animals, CPCR. 
Machines or equipment used:

Pre-Vacuum Autoclave 

Mini C-Arm

Nitrogen and Battery Powered Equipment

Arthroscopy Towers
Laparoscopy and Thoracoscopic towers
Computer

Electrocautery Units
Cardiac C-Arm

Insufflator Unit

Phaco-emulsification machine

Diode laser

N2O Cryosurgical system

Audio/Video equipment in O.R.
Job Duties:

Assist faculty, Residents, Interns, Students and other veterinary technicians in peri-operative patient care within small animal surgery including but not limited to:                                   70%                                                                                    
Pull necessary sterile supplies appropriate for the posted surgery.

Setup room, equipment, and test equipment prior to patient arrival.

Adhere to the principles and practices of aseptic technique.

Receive patient from anesthesia induction area.

Verify proper patient and surgical procedure with resident or faculty.

Assist anesthesia with transfer and positioning of patient onto the surgical table relative to specific surgery scheduled for the patient.

Perform aseptic surgical site skin preparation.

Locate any pertinent x-rays, MRI, CT studies from electronic radiology programs.
Prepare sterile field, open sterile supplies, instruments and equipment.  Monitor sterile field and maintain sterility.
Set-up, connect, and operate equipment appropriate for the posted procedure, troubleshoot equipment as needed.

Maintain accountability of sutures, blades, sponges and instruments.

Follow recommended infection control policies, universal precautions, and safety guidelines for handling soiled supplies, proper disposal of sharps and bio-hazardous wastes. 
Follow recommendations of Infection control policies of VMTH and SA Operating Room.
Maintain nursing records and any other paper work requested by the supervisor.

Enter charges into VMIS.

Maintain communication with the team leader or supervisor on the case progress, relief of duty, and next assignment.

Learn all instruments, instrument packs and power equipment used in SA Operating Room.

Learn medical terminology, and surgical procedures related to veterinary medicine & surgery.

Be able to perform all duties necessary to circulate surgical procedures in all services of small animal operating room.
Perform all duties necessary for instrument cleaning, processing, packing, wrapping and sterilization.

Perform within the guidelines of AAHA.

Learn and understand the MSDS guidelines for chemicals used in the SA Operating Room.
Learn and follow protocols and procedures for biological attests, monthly cultures and record documentation for the surgery and laundry autoclaves.

Perform sterilization of instruments/packs/drills using the pre-vacuum autoclave.

Perform sterilization of instruments/packs/drills/other required items using the STERRAD® Plasma unit.
Perform sterilization of instruments/packs/drills/other required items using the Anderson Sterilizers Inc EtO unit.
Perform daily, weekly and periodic types of cleaning of all operating room suites.

Assist with veterinary teaching labs.

Assist veterinary students with scrubbing, gowning, gloving.

Assist with ordering and stocking of supplies and instruments packs.

Perform duties required for tracking and charging of supplies and instruments borrowed or purchased from other departments.
Maintenance and service within VMTH                                    25%
Follow protocols for service order sheets and requests for supplies.

Will be required to take weekday, weekend, and holiday emergency call.
Must be able to participate in assigned or volunteer SA Laundry shift coverage.
Abide by all TAMU and VMTH policy and procedures.

Maintain well organized and clean working environment.

Perform additional duties requested by the supervisor.

Attend or review relevant classes in-house, on-line or on video.

Maintain and update surgeon’s preferences, pack lists, pull sheets.

Maintain workday time, time log, and related paper work.

Tasks, projects using Excel, Word.

Provide support to other services within VMTH.

Other:                                       5%
Other duties as assigned

Learning Outcomes:

Critical Thinking/Problem Solving

Effectively assess a difficult situation.

Efficiently problem solve with reasonable solutions.

Communicate the potential solutions with coworkers, supervisors, and clinical professionals.

Follow proper protocols in applying an agreed upon solution.

Learn time management skills while multi-tasking; be able to interpret, evaluate, and prioritize tasks to complete.

Oral/Written Communication

Actively listen to clinical professionals to assist them effectively.

Communicate clearly and concisely with coworkers, supervisors, and clinical professionals.

Teamwork/Collaboration

Complete complicated projects/tasks within a team.  

Develop teamwork skills by being open-minded and inclusive of coworker’s opinions.

Articulate needs to complete project/task.

Demonstrate how to plan, organize, and prioritize the team effort.

________      ________________________________
________________

Date                Signature of Immediate Supervisor         
                     Title
________     _____________________________

Date                Signature of Employee   
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